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E HAS worked Rap mills for thirty-four years, and 


he isn’t fifty yet. is now. mean- 
while he has been superintendent of nine Sunday-schools, 
havi ized five of them. He says in his hearty Southern 
way finds The Sunday School ” Times “ an indispensable 


asset” in his work. You don’t have to coax a man like this to 
keep on subscribing for The Sunday School Times. And there 
are thousands ‘ike him,—high-salaried, busy, consecrated men,— 
who figure this paper among their assets. If have something 
useful to sell that you would like to have such men count among 
their indispensable assets, why not let them know about it through 
advertising in this asset of theirs ? 


% 
When I Lost My Way 


By E. W. M. 
N° LIGHT! 
I could not see one step ahead ; 


But in my hand His hand was placed, 
And I was safely led. 


*T was He, 
The Master, made earth’s vision dim, 
That I might lose my way; and then 
Might find it, bright, in Him. 








Vine-Branches 


Merely to be -Christ-like:-is a poor thing for any 
Christian. Christ wants us to be infinitely - better 
than that. He wants us, not to be like him, but to 
let him be us. The ‘branch is not like the vine; 
the branch is part of the vine,—that is, is real vine 
itself. When we received Jesus Christ as our Sav- 
iour, he joined us in literal union to himself, making 
us part of himself; now he simply asks us to let him 
live our whole life, revealing himself in us, and ex- 
pressing himself through us. We can let him ac- 
complish this miracle by yielding to him and trust- 
ing in him. A mother once went with her little 
child to see the sainted Dr. A. J. Gordon, of Bos- 
ton. After the visit was over, the little child asked, 
“Mother, was that Jesus Christ?” As a preacher 
recently said: “Every Chiistian should be a rein- 


carnation of Christ; every heart a Bethlehem of his 
rebirth.” If you are a Christian, you are a branch 
of the Vine. Are you letting others see the Vine? 
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“The Same... Forever” 


Wavering, wobbling variation and uncertainty 
describes the best mere human nature that ever 
lived. In contrast with this the absolute and glorious 
unchangeableness of our perfect God and Saviour 
shines in dazzling contrast. In a recent Children’s 
Day service the minister was giving an admirably 
helpful, simple talk to the children. Wishing to 
draw out from them the fact that the boy Jesus 
grew up to be a preacher, he asked the children the 
question, “What did Jesus get to be when he grew 
to be a man?” “God!” called out a shrill little 
voice. “Yes, but——” the minister started to ex- 
plain. “Jesus!” called out another voice eagerly. 
These children spoke better than they knew. The 
boy Jesus, who was always God and Jesus, grew 
up to be—just God and Jesus. “The same yester- 
day, and to day, and for ever.” That is what makes 
the committal of our lives to Him so safe and cer- 


tain. 
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Better Than Raising Money 


God is the Christian’s Banker. No child of God 
has ever gone to this Banker with a real money 
need which was not promptly met,—provided the 
ordinary laws of banking were heeded. No applica- 
tion. for financial help has ever taxed the resources 
of this Banker, nor ever can, These statements are 
not figurative; God uses real money, and supplies 
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When We 


MAN who had gone far to attend the Sunday 

meetings in Philadelphia was speaking of what 

had impressed him most in the services he had 
attended. In answer to many inquiries about the 
evangelist he said that he was surprised to find 
howeunconscious he came to be of the evangelist 
himself, and how thrilled he was by the people 
around him. It was a revelation to him that so 
many thousands of people were interested in the 
highest things. There were multitudes of men and 
women, and you might meet them one by one in 
the ordinary course of life and never suppose that 
they had an interest in religion. There were great 
groups of men from the same offices or factories 
who, as they worked individually through the 
months, might never have let on that they had the 
slightest thought of the great issues of which the 
evangelist was speaking; but now they had taken 
pains to come together at great inconvenience and 
had shown themselves moved by the influences against 
which they seemed to be hopelessly set if you could 
believe half that is said about men’s indifference to 
religion. Sometimes, this man said, he forgot the 
evangelist’s own presence altogether as he felt the 
inspiration that came from knowing that under- 
neath all the crust of reserve, and all the mask of 
indifference with which human life covers its real 
heart, there was throbbing the interest in. divine 
things as intensely as ever. 

He almost lost sight of the evangelist in the reve- 
lation of the human heart all around him which 
the message had ‘evoked. He had, before this, lis- 
tened to the thousand and one representations of 
how men had changed and were no longer moved 
by the old influences, he had felt the gloom and 
discouragement which had come from that belief, 
and he was weary, like thousands of others, with 
wondering what new incentive or new method would 
draw men’s attention to Christ. And in those meet- 
ings he discovered that just under the surface of 
the Jife all around us is still the power of response. 
He felt as Elijah might have felt when he found that 
he was not alone and there were seven thousand 


his children with all the real money they need. 
“What are we doing to raise money?” asked one of 
the members of a foreign missionary organization. 
“We don’t ‘raise it’; we pray it down,” replied an- 
other member. That is the best way. The only 
trouble with that particular group, just then, as 
they themselves recognized, was that they had not 
been praying down what they needed. If there is 
a shortage in any case of real need in our life, 
whether of money or of anything else, it is not the 
fault of the Banker or of his resources; it is our 
own fault for not asking him. He loves and he 
longs to be asked to give us everything; and he will 


do it. 
ax 
When Hope Wavers 


Wavering in faith or hope or love is impossible 
if our faith and hope and love are on the right 
foundation. “Let us hold fast the confession of our 
hope that it waver not,” says the apostle. Then he 
gives the reason for such absolute assurance: “for 
he is faithful that promised.” The slightest sign 
of wavering is a doubting of His faithfulness, not 
ours. Hope then has moved off the Rock. James, 
in giving the secret of obtaining things from God, 
says to be sure to ask in faith; and he adds two 
words that explain what the faith that gets things 
is,—“nothing doubting.” To hesitate or waver in 
the slightest degree is to change “faith” to another 
word of five letters—“doubt.” And love never wav- 
ers; it “beareth ali things, believeth all things, hopeth 
all things, endureth all things ... never faileth.” 
Faith, hope, love, these three abide, because their 
alpha and omega is God; in him they have their 
source, their continuance, and their obiect. 
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‘6 Say So 99 


others in Israel who were with him, or as the dis- 
ciples might have felt when, under the surface-signs 
which showed men as callous and indifferent there 
was a susceptibility to God which made Jesus say 
“The fields are white already unto harvest.” What 
was needed was not some unheard of method, 
never tried before, but some revelation of what was 
always there; and in the Sunday meetings he gained 
a new sense of the responsiveness of unlikely men 
and henceforth began to look with new and more 
hopeful eyes upon the familiar life around him. 
We are apt to look for our great revelations in 
some outstanding figure or in some extraordinary 
event. But from the familiar people by our side, 
people who have come to look as if they cared 
nothing about it all and whom we have come to 
treat as if they cared nothing, will come the great- 
est inspiration when God touches their hearts and 
they begin to give their testimony. The Christian 
needs fellowship, needs to know that others are be- 
lieving with him, hoping with him, and praying 
with him; but sometimes the reserve deepens all 
around us, people grow proud and fearful of giv- 
ing themselves away, they hide their testimonies in 
their hearts, they let some one else do the work 
of expression, they even take pride in making them- 
selves out worse than they are and the whole situa- 
tion is misconceived. Shallow men come on and 
begin to tell us that human nature is changed, that 
no one feels the sense of sin any more nor the 
need of a Saviour, that the old resources are ex- 
hausted. So, in the hunt for novelties with which to 
attract men many a preacher and worker has wholly 
ceased to know the human heart and what is in it. 
Everywhere men were cheered in these great meet- 
ings to find that men by their side shared in the 
needs and the desires and the hopes which they had 
been afraid to express. And it was this rousing 
sense of fellowship which came upon this man’s 
heart which seemed to him far and away the most 
wonderful thing in the meetings. He had felt that 
he was working alone, in the face of odds, against 
a general indifference too deep to be broken up; 
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and now he felt the sense of victory in the air. 
What he had needed was to know how widely Christ 
could touch other men’s hearts as well as his own. 
He began to think that everybody was in some way 
susceptible, and not merely his little familiar coterie 
whose ideas and habits were so alike that they they 
could work together. 

In all the great revival times the most wonderful 
thing is not the new way of putting the Gospel, not 
the unique method, but rather this influence which 
causes people “to speak often one to another.” B 
their attendance at the great meetings oie 
of individuals declared something which they might 
have been very shy of expressing, even to those 
they knew best. John Wesley’s words, and White- 
field’s, seem so ordinary and even dry. to-day that 
few care to read them; but the world still feels 
the great experience of their meetings because they 
were the means under God of revealing men’s hearts. 
Men were surprised at each other. They did not 
know that their neighbors felt this way about it. 
“The spirit of man is the candle of the Lord”; and 
God reveals himself through his action on the spirit 
of men. 

Nothing could cheer us more than just ordinary 
expressions of belief and trust from the people who 
are by our side. But we cannot wait for that, and 
sO we may put it the other way round. Nothin 
could cheer them more than to have us break throug 
all the crust of our own reserve and give expression 
to our own faith. Whoever has a real faith owes 
that faith to his fellow-men, owes it to them to 
tell it out, to let them know it and all the strength 
and joy he has in it. Too many of us have been hop- 
ing that somehow our church-mémbership, or our 
gifts, or some other formal expression would say for 
us all we needed to say. Little by little we have laid 
upon these formal means too much. Deeds may 
speak louder than words, but the right kind of 
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words which come out of the fulness of the heart 
still do more than anything for us. “If you love 
me, tell me so,” said Browning. There is a vast 
deal of suppression. Decorum, dignity, convention- 
ality, good taste, reserve, all these have shad - their 
part in it; but what was meant for a crust to pro- 
tect has too often become a weight that kills. 
We must let out the faith we have, we must 
break the silence and then men will break it all 
around us. 

That was one of the greatest revelations of the 
Sunday meetings, that men broke their silence and 
showed on every hand that underneath was the old 
responsiveness to God. Cynics who had taken but 
low views of their fellow-men’s capacity for religion 
were confounded. No greater daring came out of 
it all than the daring to make religion a common 
theme in conversation, in the street and the shop, 
at home and at the table. Every one felt a new 
liberty to speak about that which is after all per- 
manent tn men’s hearts. 

Some have gotten very far- from that liberty. It 
has been long since they spoke. Shyness and shame, 
sin and fear, conventionality and custom have all 
had their part, but in these days the great depths 
seem to have been broken up again and our fellow- 
men have been given back to us by thousands. In 
Christ the great sense of kinship has been revived 
and made bold; and what we need now -is not any 
one of all those things which we have been told we 
need, a restatement of theology, nor some fortunate 
method, nor some new discovery, but just the need 
that they that are of the redeemed of the Lord 
should say so, and that those that fear him should 
speak more often and more freely one to another. 
Let whoever reads this begin to experiment with the 
matter, let nim speak out where he has been timid 
and silent and he will be surprised to find how wel- 
come his efforts will be. 





ow To Be A Christian 


So mary things are not clear to me. I do not under- 
stand what it means to be a Christian, or by what steps 
a sinner such as I may become one if I conclude that I 
might be one. I can hardly believe I might be a Chris- 
tian, for,I have a past in some respects no worse than 
many around me, and in other respects far worse. 

It is for this reason I am writing you to ask if you 
will publish briefly in your paper for my benefit as well 
as some other poor fellow who might want to know the 
exact things he must do to be a ristian. 
mh. is to be done with my past?—An Interested 

eader. 


It is a very simple thing to be a Christian,—so sim- 
ple that a little child can quickly meet the conditions. 
They are these: 

First, frankly recognize, as you do, that you are a 
sinner,—that you have sinned. God declares this of 
all of us. “All have sinned” (Rom. 3:23). “Whoso- 
ever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one 
point, he is guilty of all” (James 2:10). “If we say 
that we have not sinned, we make him a liar” (1 John 
1:10). 

Second, in view of the result of your sin, recog- 
nize that you need a Saviour, for “the wages of sin 
is death” (Rom, 6: 23),—that is, not mere physical 
death, but the second death, “the lake of fire. This 1s 
the second death. And whosoever was not found 
written in the book of life was cast into the lake 
of fire” (Rev. 20:14, 15). 

Third, tell God that you know that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God and, by His death, the Saviour of 
men. God gives you His Word for this. “This is 
my beloved Son” (Matt. 1:17). “God commendeth 
his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sin- 
ners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). “He is atte 
to save to the uttermost them that come unto God 
by him” (Heb. 7:25). “Neither is there salva- 
tion in any other: for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” 
(Acts 4:12). 

Fourth, tell Jesus that you want him to save you; 
that you give yourself to him to be saved; and that 
you accept him as your Saviour. Do this on the 
strength of these words of God: “God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life” (John 3:16). “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16: 31). 

Finally, thank Jesus that he has saved you, because 
he says, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth 
my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemna- 
tion; but ts passed from death unto life” (John 
5:24). “He that believeth on the Son hath everlast- 
ing life” (John 3: 36). 

Your past, then, belongs to Christ; and he blots. it 
out. “Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be 
as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool” (Isa. 1:18). “The blood of 





Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin” 


(1 John 1:7). “As far as the east is from the west, 
so far hath he removed our transgressions from. us” 
(Psa. 103:12). “I will forgive their iniquity, and I 
will remember their sin no more” (Jer. 31: 34): 

That is how one becomes a Christian. Nothing 
that we can do makes us Christians,—except to re- 
ceive what Christ has done for us. 

If in your past you have wronged or defrauded 
any one in any matter which you ought to make good, 
by an apology, or by returning money, or in any 
other way, Christ will now enable you, if you ask him, 
to do the right thing toward such a person. But the 
guilt of your entire past, in God’s sight, is blotted 
out by the blood of Christ the moment you receive 
Him as your Saviour. 
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Lifting or Lowering by Raising Money 


_Will you please give me your opinion as to the rela- 
tive merits of a chicken supper served in the basement 
of a church building at twenty-five cents per meal, and 
a musical concert, with the hand-clapping, encores, etc., 
which usually attend such functions, held in the audi- 
torium of the same church building? The proceeds from 
each of the above pesgooreene are used to pay off a 
debt on the building.—An Ohio Worker. 


Each plan is an injury to the church. For each 
plan robs the church-members of the blessing of out- 
right giving to the Lord’s work. The only Scriptural 
way to pay off that church debt is to give the money. 
The moment the money is raised by an offer to return 
part of it to the so-called donors by entertaining or 
feeding them, that moment the money ceases. to be 
given at all; the moral tone of the church is lowered; 
the blessing that would come through true giving is 
forfeited —and a higher price is being paid for either 
the supper or the entertainment than any one who 
favors such plans dreams of. The trouble is, you do 
not give when you buy. And we are not told that 
God loveth a cheerful buyer, but a cheerful giver. 

There is no objection to a church supper or a 
church musical entertainment, when these are prop- 
erly conducted; nor is there necessarily any objection 
to charging those who enjoy these affairs a price suf- 
ficient to defray their cost,—but no more., The mo- 
ment such an affair becomes a method for bribing 
from people money that ought to be given, injury is 
done. It is not God’s plan. Let the -Sunday-school 
lesson for August 13, on “The Grace of Giving,” 
forever settle this question. in your .church and 
school. 

And let no church or Sunday-school say it.is too 
poor to give what is needed for the Lord’s work. 
That simply is not true. If. the money. that is_spent 
on unworthy. “money raising”.plans were:given out- 
right everybody would be amazed at the result, no- 
body would. be -poerer financially, .many..aould -be 
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richer both spiritually and financially. For example, 
read this letter from a church in the South: 


Qur church rf a coness. The 
$s necessary for the work were provided for by one- 
diberal. member of the 


tl A 





. being y a ; ‘ 
gation, the balance to be raised by the women. Alter 
some deliberation they decided that they could raise 
only one-half o at was e ted, and planned to 
do that by the church fair method. > 
A little education, using some of your own editorials, 

and a little firmness, resulted in a willingness to try the 
plan of outright giving. After a little Seavasuing, more 
than the amount needed was subscribed, money for two 
months was deposited in the bank, and the women of 
the re were rejoicing in a better way.—An Arkan- 
sas Pastor. 


Yes, it really works. God honors any method that 
takes him at his word. In pathetic contrast with the 
Arkansas plan is an appeal that recently came to the 
Publisher of The Sunday School Times, in common, 
doubtless, with thousands of other Philadelphians. It 
was from an institution that shelters and cares for 
young girls who have been exposed to the evils of 
a great city. The letter enclosed theater tickets, with 
an earnest appeal that they be purchased to help this 
good work. The letter read, in part: 

Mr. George M. Cohan has kindly given permission to 

resent his great musical comedy “Forty-five Minutes 
rom Broac ‘ge ed e — Literary Institute... wil 
present this play for our benefit at the Broad Street 

heater during the week of June 5-10, 1916. 

We are fortunate in thus securing the services of the 
— players...Many regular theater-goers attend 
the —— productions merely for an evening’s enjoyment, 
with no thought of charity. 

The purchaser of these tickets, therefore, may feel 
doubly repaid; for, while he is providing himself with 
an evening’s enjoyment, he is at the same time contrib- 
uting to a work of great charity. 


The comment of the Times’ Publisher, attached to 
the above letter as he sent it to the Editor’s desk, 
wes: 

This is a pretty fair illustration of the difficulty of 
combining charity and amusement. Isn’t it rather in- 


teresting to find a play about Broadway given in order 
to help wayward girls? 


And over against that letter’s reminder that the 
purchaser may provide himself with an evening’s en- 
joyment while helping a great charity it is interesting 
to read Paul’s word about certain Macedonian 
Christian givers: “How that in much proof of 
affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep 
poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality” 
(2 Cor. 8:2). 

A small Sunday-school in Philadelphia has learned 
the Macedonian secret; the superintendent’s letter and 
report tell the story: 

Enclosed please find list of offerings made to various 
societies and individuals from a very small Sunday- 


school, with only 164 on its roll (the Spruce Street Bap- 
gt, Bible School, soth and Spruce Streets, Philadelphia, 
a 


I thought that giving an account of this work might 
be an incentive for other schoels to do likewise. We do 
not depend on ts, suppers or the like to raise 
money for the various causes on the list. It has been 
a anpetety gift on the part of the-members of the 
school. 


Fruits of the Spirit, or What Bible Study 
is Doing in a Very Small School 


Foreign Missions 
Work of Mission to Lepers 





fFeTINg .....cccccccccccccccccccccessdvosscssceece $5.40 
= cians chen once ewes sosconsoesecveceseecess 10.00 
Indians in South America 
$ SUI. <0 5554 ebb 40 bhsede casedcccepsicicstsgesese 34-95 
WEBRSS TROUE. ccc ccccccccscceccéesccocéadscccds 17.00 
Baptist Woman’s Board........sssccssccsececcceses 35.00 


Home Missions 
Baptist Orphanage 






BE Es Ms O68 DEON, vce ciciccosacdceessasceies 136.50 

Offering Children’s eudeahebhbenbkesvakt ods 16.21 

Offering Christmas ......... 28.05 

Philathea Class—clothing ... $5.00 
Baptist Home for Aged 

Offering ...ceccccccscccscccccscccccsccecccsceccecs 55-45 

UNTIL. cn ccd cccncccpcsoccsscddvedisocesensotoce 55-55 
Settlement  Beuse; Ct6.ccccvediccccvtsdveccccccccccs 4.00 
TES Be, ns nhs bdcn seeds) ocsccedigeseccesscens 7.00 





Children’s Home, Langhorne............. eco 
Home Dept. Donation, Langhorne. ae 
Christmas Dinners, 28 families ... 


j.,tons EGER ib os ces ovecccknessnsse — st 14.25 
RM cnckphen ice denncgsdgetesehssoonensseacebacce 15.00 
Gifts and money to student in missionary 
DUE n.sc04s ches 6 cideosemesescatcesieccasssoweccs 37-50 
Renovation Beginners’ Room .........+s+sseeseeees 22.00 
Fund for further repairs: ..........ccccccescecseces 11.55 
ONE SOR BOON he 6 di xs vhs 60eedsb0eceqceeccuases $750.09 


Current expenses not included. 


The last line in that report, about current expenses, 
is one of its best items. A church or school that is 
pouring out love gifts to others, by God’s method, 
has no difficulty in supporting itself. God sees to 
that. . 

If you have any compilation of statements and facts 
bearing out your position relating to paid entertain- 
ments and sales in church,’ the writer would be very 
glad to purchase a copy. Have read your comments in 
‘Notes on Open Letters” from time to time, but would 
like such matter in short form if you have it—A New 
York State Business Man. 


A little pamphlet entitled “Lowering Morals by 
Raising Money” is published by The Sunday School 
Times Co., and contains a great variety of questions 
and answers on the subject of church -sales and this 
whole subject, as discussed in Netes on Qpen. Letters 
or elsewhere in The Sunday School Timés during 
more. than a score of years (10 cts. each; $1/a dozen). 
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LESSON FOR AUG. 13 (2 Cor. 9) 





[ The Bloody Romance of Armenia 


words of martyr testimony: 


“From this belief no one can move us, 
neither angels nor men—neither fire nor sword, 
nor water, nor any other horrid tortures, however 
they be called. Alt our goods and our possessions 
are before thee—dispose of them as thou wilt; 
and if thou only leavest us to our belief, we will, 
here below, choose no other lord in thy place, and 
in heaven have no other God than Jesus Christ, 
for there is no other God save only him. But, 
should thou require something beyond this great 
testimony, behold our resolution: Our bodies are 
in thy hands—do with them according to thy pleas- 
ure; tortures are thine, and patience ours; thou 
hast the sword, we the neck; we are nothing 
better than our forefathers, who for the sake of 
their faith. resigned their goods, possessions, and 
life. Were we even immortal, it would become 
us to die for the love of Christ.... We die as mor- 
tals, that we, through our death, may be placed 
among those who are immortal.” 


“How did that utterance ever get past the Turk- 

ish censor?” asks some incredulous reader. The 
answer is simple. Timely and pertinent as they are, 
these words come not from the martyred Armenians 
of 1915-1916, but from an assembly of Armenian 
bishops and princes, held in the year 450 A.D., as 
their solemn answer to Yazzud II, who, before ‘his 
court at Ctesiphon, on the Tigris River, below Bag- 
dad, had made a formal oath to wipe out Christian- 
ity from Armenia. This covenant the signers were 
shortly afterward called upon to ratify with their 
lives. 
- Armenia to-day is true to type. She is the mar- 
tyr church, and ever has been. - Her romantic story, 
unmatched in history, should resound through Chris- 
tendom, heartening the comfortable churches of the 
West to a display of the heroic virtues. The first 
nation to adopt Christianity,—in 302, or ten years 
before Constantine the Great accepted the Cross for 
Rome,—Armenia claims a Christian history dating 
farther back than the era of the Apostolic Church, 
the contention being that three of the apostles, 
Thaddeus, Bartholomew, and Judas, visited Armenia 
and founded a church in the year 34 A. D. 

Still more romantic is one other claim of the Ar- 
menian Church. It is nothing less than that an Ar- 
menian King, Abgar of Urfa, wrote a letter to Jes@s, 
of whose wonderful works he had heard, entreating 
the Master to come to Urfa-to heal him, and Jesus 
replied, according to the tradition, that he could not 
come himself, but that he. would send disciples who 
would bring healing, peace, and salvation to the 
afflicted king. Eusebius, the historian of the early 
Church (whose works survive, by the way, because 
of their translation into the Armenian language), ac- 
cepts this story as true, and some students there be 
to this day who give it credence. Most scholars, how- 
ever, say that the legend is a second-century creation. 

Because Armenia seems as remote-as the Mountains 
of the Moon to many Americans, and because the ter- 
rible stories of present-day martyrdom appear unreal 
and other-worldly, we have failed to make anything 
like an adequate response to the present unprece- 
dented need. Even the recent dispatches concerning 
the Russian victories in the Caucasus have not local- 
ized Armenia for the average reader. The allusions 
to it in the Bible are not familiar ones. Ancient his- 
tory is so hazy and jumbled that the contact of all 
the great empires of antiquity with Armenia—Baby- 
lonia, Assyria, Persia, Macedonia, Rome and Egypt— 


Ore OF Armenia itself come these thrilling 


have not left a definite impression upon the student’s 


mind. Nevertheless Armenia, though no longer a 
nation, but rather a Church, is one of the few per- 
sistencies of national identity throughout the millen- 


niums.. No nation has nobler passages in its past. 
The Armenians have always centered around 
Mt. Ararat. Their home has been, since the earliest 


Scripture mention of them, in the highlands and 
mountains from which flow the Tigris and Euphrates 
Rivers. The Armenians themselves claim this land 
as their birthplace. Their own name for their peo- 
ple is not “Armenian” but “Haik,” after the great- 
grandson of Japheth, from whom they claim descent. 
Fifth in line from Noah, according to their own 
enn, they have maintained their identity to this 
ay. 

We are not left to the people’s own records for 
testimony to their antiquity. In addition to frequent 
mention in the Old Testament, the famous rock in- 
scriptions at Persepolis and Behistun, Persia, contain 
many allusions to Armenia. The cuneiform records 
at Von also attest the nation’s. antiquity, and: Herod- 
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By William T. Ellis, LL.D. 





Has Armenia’s need lost its edge for you? Have 
you read so much about it that your sensibilities no 
longer feel the thrust of the knife driven to the hilt 
in the heart of the martyr race? In your sheltered 
home with the happy children arourd you, read 
this new story of Armenia’s past and present, and 
then just talk approvingly, <nd do nothing about 
** Armenian relief ’’—if the martyr spirit has wholly 
fled our comfortable church and protected hearth. 








otus deals with the Armenian nation. The king of 
Armenia was an ally of Cyrus the Great, and sixty- 
seven years before Christ the Armenians were in 
league with Rome. In the meantime Armenia had 
been conquered by Alexander the Great, and had later 
thrown off the Macedonian yoke. The oldest high- 
ways of conquest ran through the famous plateau 
where Russians and Turks are now struggling. It is 
no new experience for Armenia to be a battlefield. 

This is not-the place to rehearse Armenia’s entire 
political history. The vicissitudes of her national life 
ended in Asia Minor in the fourteenth century, when 
she was allied with the Crusaders and, along with the 
king of Cyprus, offered the last national bulwark of 
Christianity in the East. Enough has been written 
to make clear that the Armenians are an ancient peo- 
ple, with a proud past and worthy of the respect of 
mankind. -Turkey’s foul attempt to exterminate this 
people becomes doubly. awful in the light of the heri- 
tage which they have brought down to us from re- 
motest times. ; 

There is a more wonderful quality than mere age 
about the Armenians. They have been more ten- 
acious of Christianity, in the-face of greater odds, 
than any other nation, and this is their glory and their 
crown, albeit a crown of thorns. . From the first cen- 
tury they seemed to be chosen to exhibit the grace of 
martyrdom. Like the sweet echo of far-off bells 


come messages concerning those early Armenian _ 
Christians, such as the phrase applied to one saint, 


“The harp of the Holy Spirit.” 

It was amidst persecution that Gregory, himself a 
prince of the blood royal, traveled to Armenia and 
won the ruling king. to Christ, so that Christianity 
was proclaimed the state religion in the year 302. 
Gregory is known in Church history as “Cregory the 
Illuminator,” and he became first bishop of the 
Armenian Church, which now is called the Gregorian 
Church, in honor of him. 

The Armenian Church participated in the third, 
fifth, sixth, and seventh Ecumenical Council, being 
kept from the fourth by the fires of persecution. A 
misunderstanding concerning the deliverance of the 
Council -of Chalcedon respecting Nestorius led to 





MEANWHILE 


Latest estimates give the total of Armenian 
dead, under the present persecution, as 
750,000. 

Destitute and desperate, 1,000,000. 

Received by the American Committee for 
Armenian and Syrian Relief, $600,000. 

Neéeded, at rate of $52,800 a month, the 
sum of $5,000,000. 

Turkey shutting some doors of relief, and 
oppressing certain sections more severely. 

Doors for relief open. in Persia and Russia. 

The. death from typhoid reported of Rev. 
Dr. S. G. Wilson, in charge of relief in the 
Caucasus. 

Armenians in some places eating grass. 

Winter coming on. 

To serye Armenia is to serve civilization.— 
William E. Gladstone. 

I know the Armenians to. be, by inheri- 
tance, religious, industrious and faithful.— 
Rev. Dr. James L. Barton. 

All the contributions sent to the Armenian 
and Syrian Committee are not only adminis- 
tered free of any cost but are doubled by cer- 
tain other contributors. 

The Sunday School Times will be glad to 
receive and forward to the Committee any 
contributions made by its readers. _ 














a cleavage between the Armenian and the Greek 
Churches, although both are thoroughly Trinitarian 


and quite similar in organization and administration, 
as well as in doctrine. The Bible was transiated into 
Armenian in’ 410, and about that time the liturgy was 
greatly enriched. The Bishop of Delaware used these 
extracts from the ancient Armenian Liturgy as the 
prayers at a recent Armenian relief meeting. 


O Lord, Who blessest them that bless Thee and 
sanctifiest them that put their trust in Thee: save 
Thy people and bless Thine inheritance, guard the 
fulness of Thy Church: sanctify us who in love 
come to greet the beauty of Thine house; glorify 
us with 7 Divine power and forsake not them 
which put their trust in Thee. Grant peace to the 
whole world, to the churches, to priests, to Chris- 
tian kings, to their armies, and to all this people: 
for every good gift and every perfect gift cometh 
down from Thee above, that art the Father of 
light; and unto Thee is fitting glory, dominion and 
honour now and ever and world without end. 
Amen. 

O God of truth and Father of mercies, we thank 
Thee for that Thou hast been pleased to exalt our 
failing nature...and in pity for us hast been 
pleased to be called our Father. Now, Lord, grant 
to shine more and more this... venerable Name in 
the midst of Thine Holy Church, and grant us 
with boldness to call upon Thee, heavenly Father, 
and say “Our Father,” etc. 

With Thy peace, O Christ our Saviour, which 
passeth all understanding and words, defend us and 
keep us fearless from all evil, enrol us among Thy 
true worshippers who worship Thee in spirit and 
in truth: for unto the all-holy ‘Trinity is fitting 
glory, dominion and honour now and ever and 
world without end. Blessed be our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 


Old as is the Armenian people, its literature is 
almost exclusively Christian. There was a great 
awak wins; of Armenian scholarship under the influ- 
e ce of the Gospel and thus we have preserved, from 
the fourth century and in the Armenian language, 
many Christian classics which would otherwise have 
been lost to posterity. Among these is the Chronicle 
of Eusebius. This aptitude for literature animates 
modern Armenia. It has given Armenian professors 
to more than one of our American universities of 
to-day. All Armenia seemed to develop a passion for 
education with the coming of the first American 
Board missionaries to Turkey, and most of the monu- 
mental missionary work done in the Ottoman Empire 
has. been among the Armenians. Admittedly they 
have been the most progressive and proficient people 
in modern Turkey—which is one reason why their 
extermination has been undertaken. 

Through all the dark, long centuries which have 
seen the rise of modern civilization, Armenia has 
been held together by the religious tie. They have 
been a Church, rather than a State. When the walls 
of political independence fell, they gathered within 
the walls of the Christiari Church. Thus to-day their 
countrymen are the Christians of the whele world. 
They have no other constituency than the Church. 
Their only appeal for life and succor is to their fel- 
low-Christians. They have stood by the Church in 
spite of the worst that persecution can do. Now 
will the Church stand by them? 

Long, long ago, when Persia and Zoroastrianism 
were dominant, one of the authorities among the fire- 
worshippers wrote, “Though our gods themselves 
should come to our assistance, it would still be im- 
possible for the faith of the Magi to gain a footing 
in Armenia—where is he who can withstand men like 
these; whom no dungeons dismay, no tortures terrify, 
no gains allure?” 

The fine art of dying for their faith has been the 
supreme quality of Armenian Christians. Persia did 
her worst to them. So did Greece and Rome. Islam 
submerged the surrounding peoples, but Armenia 
stood by the Cross. Hordes of Tatars and Seljuks 
swept over them in devastation; yet the remnant rose 
again to sing the song of the Lamb.. Ghengis Khan 
and Tamerlane rode over them with fire and sword; 
still they kept the faith. Sultan after sultan harried 
and hounded them to the death, and they went to the 
martyr’s end by the tens of thousands. Notwith- 
standing all, they kept the fires alight on their Chris- 
tian altars. From Ctesiphon to Constantinople perse- 
cution has raged against the Armenians. There is 
scarcely a mile of soil, from Mt. Ararat to Mt. 
Olympus, that has not been reddened with the blood 
of these Christians who had inherited a lineage of 
loyalty to the Name and to. the Sign. A veritable 








460 


genius for martyrdom has been the supreme charac- 
teristic of the Armenian Church. 

With their national existence wiped out, with their 

ople subjugated and scattered, and with all possi- 
Dility of revolt and reassertion of their national 
identity seemingly gone (there has not been an up- 
rising of the Armenian people for five hundred 
years), these sons of Haik have yet held to the 
Church of their fathers, with its blood-bought rights. 

Only once have I ever heard the wisdom of this 
sublime loyalty questioned. Recently a young Ar- 
menian in this country, a brilliant man who has made 
a high place for himself in his profession, while 
driven almost mad by the loss of dear ones and by 
the suffering of his people said to me, with despera- 
tion in his voice, “I thimk my people have made a 
mistake. They should have given up Christianity long 
ago. It has brought them only suffering. They have 
stood by the Church. But the Church does not stand 
by them. What do American Christians care that 
hundreds of thousands of Armenian Christians have 
been martyred. They are not even interested enough 
to attend a relief meeting.” 

Sorrow had embittered that man, yet his reproach 
against the Church in America is not without war- 
rant. The news of the greatest of martyrdoms has 
been public property for 7° year. Appeal after 
appeal has been made to the Churches. 

p to the present hour, nevertheless, the gifts for 
Armenian relief have not averaged two cents for 
every one of the thirty-eight million Christians in the 
United States. 


messages of the prophets 
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Pulpits have not rung with the challenging story 
of the ancient martyr Church of Armenia. 

Great ecclesiastical or Christian gatherings have 
been held without a single allusion to the fact that 
three-quarters of a million fellow-Christians have 
died under persecution within the past year, and that 
a million more are in danger of death. 

The simple truth is that the case is beyond com- 
prehension. The mind of the normal American fails 
to grasp it. There is no precedent or analogy in our 
experience for such a holocaust of horror as the 


present deportation and massacre and slow starva-. 


tion of the Armenian Christians. Our mental pro- 
cesses cannot adjust themselves to the reality of the 
fact that the worst of all Christian persecutions, even 
in the experience of this martyr people, have been 
outdone within the past year. That the oldest Church 
should furnish the newest confessors seems to be a 
story-book fancy. 

Already it is clear that the diabolical design of 
Turkey to exterminate utterly this Christian people 
has failed. Even if another million die, owing to 
Christendom’s dilatoriness and indifference, there will 
still be.the seed of a new Armenia left. Surely there 
must be a glorious future ahead of this brave and 
patient people, to be the final fruition of the cen- 
turies of suffering. 

Now the question arises, What of the Civilization 
and of the Church that witnessed Armenia’s woes and 
did not spring to her help? Is not the twentieth cen- 
tury on trial, as vell as Ar.nenia and Turkey? 

SWARTHMORE, Pa. 





The Final Unfolding in the Revelation 


By C. I. Scofield, D.D. 





What is the purpose of the seven messages to the seven churches of Asia? ‘Were™: 

they intended simply for the churches named in them? Were they written as set- 

ting forth conditions and warnings by which any chutch may test its Spiritual life ? 

And had these messages a prophetic significance, forecasting the history of the church ? 

Dr. Scofield here considers these and other questions that will occur to the thoughtful 
reader, and upon which many seek light. 


complete fulfilment all the visions of all ‘the 

prophets concerning the future, in so far as 
these were not fulfilled at the first advent of Jesus 
Christ. In addition to that which had already been 
in the prophetic foreview, the future of the church 
is declared from the end of the first century to 
the end of the church period. 

Taken in order, the predictive portions of The 
Revelation are as follows: 

1. “The things which are’ (Rev. 1:19), or the 
vision of the earth history of the visible, or pro- 
fessing, church. 

This prophecy is told in seven messages from 
the risen Christ to seven selected churches then 
existing in the Roman province of Asia. Taken in 
the order in which they appear in ‘the messages 
(Rev. 2 and 3), the spiritual state of those churches 
corresponded exactly to the spiritual state of the 
whole professing church as the same would de- 
velop historically. The proof of the interpretation 
which finds in the messages to the seven churches 
a history in prophetic form of the visible church 
from the close of the apostolic period to the end, 
is unanswerable, for it consists of the history which 
the church has actually made. The church has 
passed through the phases described in the seven 
messages. 


Teo Revelation gathers up and carries on to 


The Purposes of the Messages 


It is not meant that the messages had, or have, 
no other purpose. Their primary use was to reveal 
to those actual churches in John’s day those things 
in which the Lord both approved and disapproved 
their state. Characteristically, he mentions first the 
things which he could approve. But the Christ in 
the glory also rebukes unsparingly whatever he 
finds wrong. In the promises to the overcomers 
are given mighty encouragements to those in the 
churches who may overcome in respect of the evils 
shown to exist in the church in question. A _ sec- 
ond use of the messages is that by them any local 
church of any age may, if it be in earnest to amend 
its ways, test its spiritual condition. And a third 
use is that these messages constitute such an unfold- 
ing of the mind of Christ about life and service 
as that any Christian may make the whole message 
personal, and test himself by it. 

But these uses are secondary. The messages, first 
of all, give a foreview of the history of the pro- 
fessing church. It is the divine way to give, at 
the beginning of some new thing which God is do- 


ing in the earth, a prophecy covering its future. 
When Israel was about to enter the land of Prom- 
ise the whole future of that nation-was outlined in 
the last chapters of Deuteronomy. It has been ful- 
filled to the very letter. At the beginning of the 
“times of the Gentiles” God gave, in the Image 
Vision of Daniel 2, and in the Wild Beast Vision 
of Daniel 7, a panorama of world-history down to 
an end not yet reached; and that prophecy has been 
fulfilled with absolute precision in the great world 
empires. It would, then, be strange indeed if there 
were no prophetic vision of church history. 


When “First Love” Had Been Forgotten 


Summarizing the seven messages to the seven 
churches in Asia, it may be said that in the first 
of the messages, that to Ephesus, we have a de- 
scription of the general or average state of the 
church at large at the end of the first century. All 
of the apostles except John had sealed their faith 
in martyrdom. As to actual vigor of life the con- 
dition of the church was excellent. Good works 
abounded, and there was zeal for purity of doctrine 
(Rev. 2:2, 3). But a change had taken place which, 
if not repented of, would prove fatal. The church 
had “left” first love. The motive back of all that 
abundant service had insensibly changed from de- 
votion to Christ himself (comp. John 21: 15-17) to 
zeal for his “name” (v 3). There was a- great 
“cause” now—Christianity. But that which alone 
gives value to service is the personal devotedness of 
first love. And so serious is the loss of first love, 
that no fervency of zeal in service can take its 
place. “I will come unto thee quickly, and will re- 
move thy candlestick out of his place, except thou 
repent.” 

First love has been defined as “complete satisfac- 
tion of the heart with its object.” There is no out- 
ward test of it. Surely not work, nor even “labor,” 
for these abounded still at Ephesus, while the mo- 
tive was his “name’s sake.” The day of “denomina- 
tions” with their claim upon Christian loyalty was 
yet in the far future. The rift in the lute that 
was to widen and let the music out was still seem- 
ingly slight. It was still possible to repent, and do 
the “first works.” This seems without doubt a ref- 
erence to soul winning. 

The second message, that to Smyrna (Rev. 2: 
8-11), belongs to the period of the great systematic 
persecutions which followed the close of the apos- 
tolic period, and lasted during the second and third 
centuries. Persecution, relentless and cruel, -had 
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indeed followed the extension of Christianity 
throughout the Roman Empire, but such assaults 
upon the infant church were local, sporadic, and 
usually instigated by unbelieving Jews. But during 
the second and third centuries bitter and persistent 
attempts were made by the imperial authority, and 
in every part of the Roman Empire, to exterminate 
the new faith. It is touching to see that this mes- 
sage has only commendation. The great Head of 
the body would not rebuke a church in persecution. 

The third message has an unmistakable applica- 
tion to the third period of church history—the times 
following the alleged conversion of Constantine, un- 
der whom Christianity became the court religion. 
_So far from profession of faith in Christ being the 
signal for persecution, it now became the condi- 
tion of preferment. Legions of Roman soldiers 
were baptized with not even the pretense of con- 
version. The revenues of heathen temples were 
used to endow bishoprics. Singularly enough there 
was great zeal for correct doctrine, along with an 
utter departure from the apostolic simplicity in 
church order. It was the period of the great 
creeds. 

How suited the message! “I know thy works, 
and where thou dwellest, even where Satan’s throne 
is .. . where Satan dwelleth.” Alas! the “stranger” 
and “pilgrim” church had not only left her first 
love but, uncured by the fires of her persecution, 
had become an earth-dweller. Nay, worse than that, 
had settled down in the “world,” “where Satan’s 
throne is.” Satan does not reign in hell—that is 
the place of his eternal punishment (Rev. 20:10). 
He is the “prince” and “god” of this world (John 
14:30; 2 Cor. 4:4). It is the world-system, organ- 
ized upon the Satanic principles of avarice, pride, 
brute force, ambition—not the “world” of men nor 
of nature—into which the church settled down in 
the fourth century. 


The Peril of Worldly Adjustment 


The fourth message pictures a condition which is 
an inevitable consequence of the state described in 
the message to Pergamos. If Christianity as repre- 
sented by the professing church is to settle down in 
the world it must adjust itself to worldly condi- 
tions. It must claim authority both to teach and 
to rule. And this is precisely what occurred his- 
torically in the centuries following the professed 
conversion of Constantine until the mighty voice 
of Luther called men back to faith. Thyatira has 
every essential mark of the Roman apostasy,. Con- 
spicuous for charity and “works,” and by no méans 
destitute of faith though denying ‘its sufficiency for 
salvation, Rome has yet been a true Jezebel, bring- 
ing ‘pagati practises into her ritual; assuming au- 
thority to teach; forming unclean alliances with the 
nations, and persecuting the true church. 

The message, however, recognizes in that mass 
of apostate profession a “rest,” or remnant (v. 24) 
eof true believers, and to this remnant the risen 
Christ renews the new promise of his coming—the 
upper chamber promise: “And I will give him the 
morning star” (v, 28). In the older promise, that 
to Israel, his return is likened to the rising of the 
sun (Mal. 4:2). But in nature there is something 
which precedes the sun-rising; it is the morning 
star. In Malachi the rising of “the Sun of right- 
eousness” ushers in the terrible “day of the Lord,” 
“that shall burn as an oven” (Mal. 4:1), but be- 
lievers are not “appointed unto wrath” (1 Thess. 
5:9), and true believers, even in Thyatira, shall be 
given “the morning star.” 

The fifth message, that to Sardis (Rev. 3: 1-6) 
speaks of the Protestant Reformation, for, histor- 
ically, it was that which broke the long night of the 
dark ages. The key word is, “I have not found thy 
works perfect [literally, ‘fulfilled’] before my God.” 
There was a remarkable arrest in the progress of 
the Reformation movement, which has attracted the 
attention of the secular historians of this period. 
Macaulay calls attention to the “singular fact” that 
after having gained nearly half of Europe, the Ref- 
ormation not only ceased to gain, but lost nearly 
half of that which it had gained. The explanation 
is to be found in the fact that almost immediately 
the movement lost unity. Following human leaders, 
and so dividing into sects, marked by a bitter and 
controversial spirit, it is small wonder that the one 
work committed to the church, that of world-wide 
evangelization, was forgotten. Forgotten, tco, was 
the hope and expectation of the return of the Lord, 
until the distinctive hope of the church (John 
14: 1-3; 1 Thess. 4:14-17) became confused with 
the Jewish expectation, and the whole doctrine fell 
into neglect and then into disbelief. Hence the 
warning: 

“If, therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come 
on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what 
hour I will come upon thee.” Significant, too, in 
the light of present conditions, the weakening of 
the old faith in the authority of the Bible, and the 
decay of doctrine. is the warning: “Be watchful, 
and strengthen the things which remain, that are 
ready to die . . . remember how thou hast’ received 
and heard.” Protestantism, in the grace of God, 
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had received an open Bible—always, in any state of 
the church, the one resource for faith. ’ 

The two remaining messages, that to Philadel- 
phia, and the final message to Laodicea (Rev. 3:7- 
13; 3: 14-22), evidently present the two-fold state 
- Protestantism at the end—a differing state fo 
not in any one sect, but in all the sects. In 
there are Philadelphians ; in all there are Laodiceans. 

in the ed vbr which finds in the 
messages to Philadelphia and to Laodicea 
pictures of the state of the Protestant churches at 
the end of the church period is confirmed by the 
indisputable facts. What is there prophesied has 
come to pass. Not merely in every denomination, 
but in every local church, this division into the few 
who pray and witness and work, and the many who 
do neither, exists. What poneortice of the mem- 
bers in any church habitually attend the prayer and 
missionary meetings, or have ever brought a sinner 
to Christ? 

In the message the .Philadelphians are character- 
ized by faith: “thou hast kept my word, and hast not 
denied my name” ; and by “a little strength” [literally, 
“power”]. To such, right up to the end, is prom- 
ised an open door, for service, and exemption from 
the great tribulation: “Because thou hast kept the 
word of my patience, I also will keep thee from [lit- 
erally, ‘out of’] the hour of temptation, which shall 
come upon all the world to try them that dwell 
upon the earth.” , 

It is, indeed, and quite apart from this specific 
promise, remarkable that any should have supposed 
it possible in the light of Scripture for the true 
church to go through the great tribulation (Matt. 
24:21; Jer. 30:4-7). The church knows much 
tribulation (Acts 14:22; 1 Pet. 4: 12-19; James 5: 
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1-9), but the great tribulation is never once men- 
i in connection with the first resurrection; 
never mentioned in connection with the departure 
of the church to meet the Lord in the air (1 Thess. 
4:14-17); never mentioned at all in the istles, 
which were written for the instruction of the church! 
On the contrary, the great tribulation is aA i 
ment and wrath, and the church is promi ex- 
emption from both (Rev. 14:15, 16; 15:7, 8; ,16: 
1-21; 1 Thess. 5:1-9; John 5:24). And perhaps 
still more conclusively, in the portions of the Rev- 
elation which describe with curious minuteness the 
events which make up the M ox Tribulation, the 
church is not once mentioned. The reason is ob- 
vious: the true church is with the Lord, and the 
mass of Laodicean profession, utterly apostate, is 
no longer even called a church, but “Babylon.” 

The Laodicean spirit, however, is one of boast- 
fulness, of pride in numbers and in the outward ap- 
parent prosperity of the church. With all this 
groundless optimism, there is utter blindness to the 
real unspirituality of the mass of professing church- 
members. “Because thou sayest, I am rich, and in- 
creased with goods, and have need of nothing; and 
knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, 
and poor, and blind, and naked.” 

The result is lukewarmness, and the end rejection 
by the Lord with disgust: “So then because thou 
art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue 
thee out of my mouth.” 

Removing the real believers who have kept his 
word and have not denied his name before the great 
tribulation (Rev. 3:10; 1 Thess. 4: 14-17), the mass 
of Laodicean lukewarmness and mere profession is 
left to its horrors. 


Dovctaston, L. I. 








Teaching Tithing in a New Way 


¥ Would it be wise or otherwise? 








particularly active in the Lord’s service several 

‘years ago electrified his friends by becoming an 
aggressive missionary enthusiast. His ‘firm is one of 
the’ most ‘widely known in its line in America, and 
this layman was accustomed to seeing things done on 
a big scale. He immediately turned his unusual busi- 
ness talents into plans for enlisting ‘other’ men. in 
world missions. 

One of the first results of this new vision was that 
he became a tither. He did not stop with the tithe, 
but that amount itself was almost infinitely beyond 
what ‘he had given before. He is ever eager to tell 
his business friends the blessings that have come to 
him as a result. 

As he studied his responsibility for the hundreds 
of employees in his plants a plan presented itself 
that has probably never been tried. Perhaps it has 
not been thought of. He wrote about it to his 
friend, the Editor of The Sunday School Times: 


The Business Man’s Proposal 


N IDEA just occurred to me the other day, and 

I have been getting the judgment of some of 
my friends in regard to it.. The consensus of opin- 
ion seems to be that it would be a good plan to 
adopt. I thought it might be interesting to put it 
before the readers of The Sunday School Times and 
invite their criticism of the plan. It might be just 
as well not to use my name in this connection; you 
can refer to me as a business man who is operating 
six plants in various parts of the country and employ- 
ing quite a number of men of all grades, from labor- 
ers up to office help and high salaried managers of 
plants. 4 

All our employees are paid by the envelope system 
weekly. I have been thinking of adopting a duplex 
system ; in one side place 90 percent of the wages and 
in the other side 10 percent. On the 10 percent side 
quote from Malachi, perhaps, “One tenth is the 
Lord’s,” “Will a man rob God,” etc. 

My idea is that if a man deliberately, physically, 
opens the Lord’s side, takes out that money and 
spends it, he will realize as he could not by any other 
method that he is robbing the Lord. If he has to do 
this every week, it will in time get on his conscience 
or his nerves and he will begin to think. 

The Lord is robbed by a good many careless peo- 
ple who do not realize what they are doing or don’t 
give it a thought. It is somewhat in the nature of a 
sin of omission, but this system would make it a de- 
liberate sin of commission. We haven’t decided to 
adopt the plan; I am just turning it over in my own 
mind and asking the opinion of some of my friends 
in regard to it. 


The Editor sent this letter to another friend of 
wide business experience and responsibility, who also 


Apertietarty business man who had not been 


- 
has a deep knowledge of God’s Word, and asked his 
judgment on the plan,—Mr: Henry -W Frost; the 
Home Director for North America of the China In- 
land Mission. Mr. Frost, who was in earlier days 
the head of a large secular business, answered as 


? ‘follows ‘ 


Mr. Frost’s. Opinion 
QUR letter, enclosing the one from your friend 
in which he propeses to adopt the duplex system 
in paying his employees, has had for a few days my 
best consideration. Allow me now to express in re- 
sponse to your kind enquiries my thoughts concern- 
ing the proposal. 

At first I was rather impelled to favor the project. 
As one who in earlier days employed a large number 
of working men, I recognized at once both the need 
and the advantage of the plan. The Lord gets little 
out of the average pay-roll envelope, and a tenth 
from such, or from a major part of such, would en- 
rich his treasury. Besides, many men need instruc- 
tion in the duty and privilege of giving to God, and 
a note from Scripture on the pay-roll envelope would 
no doubt startle and impress not a few, leading them 
to think and to give. 

But second thoughts make me wonder if the plan 
is really a good one. Amongst various reasons, it 
seems to me that the following stand in opposition 
to it: 

1. A large percentage of the employees, probably, 
are not Christians, and it would hardly be right to 
suggest to these that a prime obligation is upon them 
to give to the Lord. What God wants of them is 
their hearts, and nothing else will satisfy him. More- 
over, to incite them to give might mean encouraging 
them to believe that good works will save them, and 
not a few would be likely to conclude that the giving 
of a tenth to God would mean the securing of his 
approval in spite of what they might be and do 
otherwise. 

2.1 doubt, even as related to the Christians, 
whether there is any Scriptural warrant in suggesting 
that God demands one-tenth’ of the income. It is 
suggestive that your friend; in searching for an ap- 
propriate text, has had to go back to the Old Testa- 
ment .for it, and it is still more suggestive that he 
could not duplicate the text or get one remotely re- 
lated to it in the whole of the New Testament. In 
other words, tithing is a Jewish commandment and 
custom, and has no reference to New Testament 
saints. The New Testament instructions are found 
in Paul’s letters, notably in such passages as 2 Cor. 
8: 3-5 and 1 Cor. 16:1, 2. 


For according to their power, I bear witness, yea 
and beyond their power, they gave of their own 
accord, beseeching us with much entreaty in re- 
gard of this grace and the fellowship in the minis- 
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tering to the saints: and this, not as we had hoped, 
but first they gave their own selves to the Lord, 
and to us through the will of God. 

Now concerning the collection for the saints, as 
I gave order to the churches of Galatia, so also do 
ye. Upon the first day of the week let each one 
of you lay by him in store, as he may prosper, 
that no collections be made when I come. 


In some cases, tithing might be allowed by these 
passages. But in other cases either less or more 
might be required. The best thing that can be done 
for New Testament saints is to teach them, first their 
obligation to give all to God, and then their liberty to 
seek the Spirit’s guidance as to how the sum total 
is to be divided and dispenséd. 

3. I doubt if an employer has a right to divide 
money which has been earned by an equivalent of 
labor into two sections of an envelope in the way 
proposed, as if the whole did not belong to the man 
who had earned it. It seems to me that the em- 
ployees might naturally and rightfully object to such 
a procedure as interference with their personal lib- 
erty. The employees, no doubt, would submit to it, 
lest otherwise they should lose their positions, but 
resentment might be aroused and this might harden 
their hearts both against their employer and God, 
which would be a sadly unfortunate result. 

It appears to me that the best thing an employer 
can do for his employees is to establish noon meet- 
ings, to which none is forced to come but all are in- 
vited and welcomed. In such conditions personal lib- 
erty is preserved and ample opportunity is given, first 
to preach the Gospel to the unsaved, and then to in- 
struct the saved in the principles of Christian living. 
I know of a factory of this kind, where the proprietor 
has built and furnished a chapel, where he has regu- 
lar noon: services, where preachers are engaged to 
speak to the men, and where those who come are 
given an extra half hour for the purpose without loss 
of pay. At these meetings splendid work is done in 
behalf of non-Christians and Christians alike. In- 
deed, the whole work of the factory has been trans- 
formed as a direct result of the effort put forth, and, 
amongst other things, such an end as your friend 
has in mind has been in part reached. Such a process 
fulfils the obligation of the employer and gives no 
offense-to the employees. 

Mr. Frost’s comments were sent to the business 
man, and. in his interesting reply-he made a sugges- 
tion which has been gladly followed by The Sunday 
School Times: 


The Business Man’s Answer a. ata 
HAVE. your. very mteresting. letter--with the full 
reply from Mr. Frost. 1 am very glad that you 

have gone into it so.thoroughly. . While I. would not 
attempt to argue with Mr. Frost on any matter 
of Scripture, yet I know that whereas I once was 
blind now I can see, and the tithe was a better start 
for me than no start at all, But I realize, of course, 
that it is not a very high plane. 


You have made this very interesting, and without 
attempting to convince each other or to decide the 
matter for ourselves, wouldn’t it make a_ rather 
catchy article for The Sunday School Times? I - 
think if we could have both sides discussed it might 
do more good than a sermon on stewardship, 1n start- 
ing people to think. 





_Note.—Any who are interested in actual testimony on 
tithing may find material of interest by asking A -Layman, 
143 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill. (not the business man of 
this correspondence) for free specimens of tithing literature 
he has prepared. . 

‘<p 


Teaching Children to Pray 
By a Young People’s Secretary 


N THE average Christian home a mother would 

be shocked if she thought her children did not 

know how to pray, but do they? Is the saying 
over.of “Now I lay me” real prayer to the thou- 
sands of children who say it at night, and is the 
mother’s duty ended when she teaches the little ones 
to say this, and to ask God to bless the family? It 
has recently struck me very forcibly that we too often 
train children to be intensely selfish in prayer, and 
it may be we shall find on careful self-examination 
that we are too selfish in our own prayers. I am 
now holding the position of Young People’s Secretary 
in a Presbyterial Union, and I am shocked to find 
how very much children have been neglected in re- 
gard to morning prayer. I find a large majority have 
neither training nor example, and I wonder how a 
parent can feel that he or she is meeting the respon- 
sibility of parenthood when the little ones are given 
so little spiritual food. I know of no one thing that 
has such a helpful effect on the life and character of 
a_ child as morning prayer: real talking to the 
Heavenly Father. 

There are no little children in our home, so we 
have been seeking to help, lately, a bright little tot 
who lives near us, and comes very frequently to see 
us just-after -breakfast. She is as interested in 
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Bible stories as in fairy tales, but we have been hav- 
ing our eyes opened on the prayer question as we 
have tried to teach her to talk to God. We taught 
her to say, “Dear Lord, I give myself to you to-day, 
to be your little child. Please help me to be good, 
and to do something for somebody for Jesus’ sake” ; 
adding whatever more she pleased. Her people are 
not Christians, and rarely enter a church. Recently 
she ran over one Sunday afternoon and said, “Papa 
is going to church to-night.” . 
asked, “Did you have to beg him hard?” 

“No, no”; she replied: I didn’t say a word to 
him: I just asked God real hard, and at dinner papa 
told mamma, ‘Let’s go to church to-night for a 
change’; and I just laughed, I was so glad, but I 
didn’t tell him I got God to make him go. 

Her prayers have made that father give up drink. 

We organized a little prayer band of the children 
in our neighborhood, and they take turns in leadin 
the little meetings, and all pray with no thought o 
self: as unconscious as only children can be. But 
they tell the things they want prayed for, and in 
their prayers at home they bring in these things. 
far, among the answers are the following: An uncle 
cured of the drink habit, and brought into the 
church; an old gray-haired grandfather joining the 
church with his little grand-daughters, members of 
the band; a drunken father reclaimed. 

But talking naturally to God is not the only thing 
we can teach these little ones. Too often we for- 
get ourselves to think of prayer as communion, and 
to wait before God for him to speak to us. We can 
teach a little child to be quiet before God, and listen 
for God to make him think of something he ought 
to have done or not done; something he ought to do 
or not do. A child thus trained to listen to God's 
voice will find something to pray for, and will feel 
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the reality of the presence of God. And is not this 
true also of the child of larger growth? By waiting 
upon God shall we not hear the voice of the Spirit, 
and be led into much closer communion, and more 
loving service? Will He not thus be able to use us 
in answering our own prayers, and the prayers of 
others? This takes time, but is any time so well 


spent? 
Recently a lady I know had this experience: She 
had collected a debt due her, and had put aside the 
Lord’s tenth. She was about to apportion it out to 
home and foreign missions, when suddenly the ques- 
tion came, “Have you asked about the disposi- 
tion of that which belongs to Him?” She fell upon 
her knees and waited a while. Suddenly there came 
to her mind a person she had not seen in years; in 
fact, it had been about twenty years since they had 
been in touch with each other. This person, the 
daughter of an old minister, left with very limited 
means, served the Master by putting a baby organ 
in an old buggy and driving out in the country to 
play at the meetings of ministers of any denomina- 
tion. The order came, “Send ten dollars to that 
lady.” It was done, and the return mail brought a 
letter saying, “I was sitting on my little porch when 
our letter came, and I had just said to my Heavenly 
ather, ‘Lord, you know I’ve promised to go to a 
meeting, and I want to go and help; but you know I 
haven’t a dollar, and my old buggy can’t be mended 
for less than ten. If you want me to go, please send 
me the money.’ Was it not a case of ‘Before ye call, 
I will answer’ ?” 
Will not mothers, teachers, and leaders of the 
young try this way of praying themselves, if they 
ave not done so, and guide the young to wait as 
well as pray? 


Bristo., TENN. 





Heartening Glimpses of the World-Wide Sunday-School 







encouraging stories of progress. 


Busily at work in these days of world-disturbance, the Sunday-school abroad can tell many 
Mr. Frank L. Brown, Joint General Secretary of the World’s 
Sunday School Association, has brought together these pictures of faithful service in distant lands 





Sitt Warda’s Candle.—A new “head-light,”—rather 
“Heart-light,”. writes Miss Baird, missionary in 
Egypt, has been hung in Kafr-Aly-Agha, a suburb of 
Tanta, Egypt. For some time Sitt Warda, the Bible- 
woman, has faithfully carried her burning candle into 
many of the darkened ‘homes in that district, and had 
held a women’s meeting each week in some home, but 
the Coptic priest not only made it almost impossible 
to find a house, but has succeeded in keeping most of 
the Coptic women from attending. 
Thompson and I started a little Sanbath-school in an 
adjoining village, but this year when I went back to 
begin the work the neighbors had been quarrelling 
and each woman refused to let her children go to 
the home ‘of any other. For this reason and because 
of Sitt Warda’s difficulty in finding a meeting place 
we were led to seek a house which we might call 
“ours.” <A very suitable house with four rooms was 
soon found for a very reasonable rent. 

The work there had been intensely interesting from 
the first, but now since we are free to bring in any 
tousle headed, sore-eyed, dirty, ragged urchin that 
we can entice with the promise of a card if he or she 
sits quiet and listens well, it becomes immensely more 
interesting. I began the work this fall with the help 
of one of our older school-girls, but now we have the 
help of one of our last year’s graduates, two from 
this year’s class. and of the teachers from the school. 
These all are enjoying the work as much as I, and 
it rejoices one’s heart to see such devoted, well- 
trained workers. Last Sabbath the attendance was 
forty, three-fourths being Moslems. Our first meet- 
ing for men was last Monday evening. They seemed 
to enjoy the meeting very much, and yesterday as I 
went to the women’s meeting some of them asked 
when the next meeting would be. Mr. Corullus, the 
hospital evangelist, is going to take charge of a 
men’s meeting on Thursday evening. 

One Sabbath before we had our own house, while 
I was gathering in the children, a man came along 
and asked what I was doing. I said “Making a meet- 
ing for children.” He said, “I was very happy from 
the book you gave me.” (I had given him a copy of 
the Sermon on the Mount.) Then he went out and 
brought in twelve children, seating himself at the 
door to keep order both outside and inside, and when 
I began to teach them “Allah Khallasi” he went 
around the whole circle shaking his finger in the face 
of each one who wasn’t singing. 


A Japanese Girl Heroine.—Niro Nogashima is 
-her name, and I met her in Sao Paulo, Brazil, at the 
home of Dr. Kennedy of the Southern Methodist 
Church. Her birthplace was Uttsunomiya, Japan, 
where Mrs. Fry has worked as a missionary for many 
years. This place was visited by the Heinz Sunday- 
school party three years ago, and a meeting held in 


Last spring, Miss . 


the little church. When Hiro knew that we had been 
at the home of her birth, her eyes filled with tears. 
Her story is a very ‘sweet one, and I shall let her tell 
it in her own words: 

“In Uttsunomiya Protestantism was introduced by 
my father for the very first:. Then I. was quite a 
young girl, and every Saturday I was sent out to 
invite many of my father’s friends to church on Sun- 
day. The people are so stubborn and hard-hearted 
even now, so more they were then. Often and often 
I was spitted, riduculed, and sometimes’ stones were 
thrown at me, or I was caught and struck. Then I 
did not know much about Christianity, little about 
our Father’s great love, and didn’t think much of the 
dear Saviour, but in my heart I had some strong 
feeling that I must do something for Jesus who died 
for us. I did not care for all the jeers and sneers; 
however, often I cried bitterly, not because I had 
bruise or blue and black, but because people hated 
Jesus terribly. 

“It has been a long time since I left there. My old 
mother is still there earnestly helping the church. 
After I entered the Christian school (in Japan) I 
was just eager to learn more and more about God 
and the Saviour, and felt myself growing so near to 
the Lord that I feared no persecutions from my rel- 
atives and friends. I love the Sunday-school work, 
for I used to teach Sunday-school till I left Japan 
for Brazil.” 


Fifty Little Moslem Teachers.—In the Qudeli 
Sunday-school, Cairo, fifty little Moslem pupils go 
out each week to teach fifty little classes made up of 
little brothers and sisters, playmates, parents or 
neighbors. These will come to the house but dare not 
attend Sunday-school or church. These fifty are 
called “little teachers,” and their enthusiasm is 
growing. They thus multiply the lesson. 


Reaching Coptic Young People.—It has been 
found difficult to develop Sunday-school work on a 
large scale among the Coptic Christians in Egypt 
(the corrupted ancient church). Missionaries do their 
best, but among the orthodox Coptic churches the 
clergy are quite uniformly opposed to the opening 
of Sunday-schools. There are, however, many in- 
telligent and spiritual Coptic young men and some 
young women who favor such plans, and in a few 
instances, under the instruction of such volunteer 
workers as Mrs. Cullen, Mr. Trowbridge, the World’s 
Sunday School Secretary in Egypt, reports that very 
good beginnings have been made. 

There is one means, however, for reaching alt of 
the young people in Egypt without distinction, and 
that is through literature. For instance, the -boys’ 
story of David Livingstone’s life appeals equally to 
the Coptic, the Evangelical, the Mohammedan and 
Jewish boys throughout the country. So also chap- 
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ters from Weigle’s book on “The Pupil and the 
Teacher” appeal to teachers of government schools as 
well as the Sunday-schools without distinction of 
creed. Packages of Sunday-school literature are 
going to every Coptic church where an interest in 
the Bible has 


shown. 

Christian Teaching in a Heathen Temple.—One of 
the most interesting trips I had, writes the Rev. 
A. A. Parker, a Sunday-school nage’ in India, 
was with Brother Ernsberger, riding in the side car 
of his motor bike. Our first stop was to see one of 
our preachers who was ill of plague. As I had not 
been inoculated inst plague, and as I did not know 
the man and could not speak his language, I did not 
go in the house. The poor fellow died the next day. 
' We visited one very interesting school which is 
held in a heathen temple. In this part of the coun- 
try most of our schools are conducted in temples. 
The people of the village, as a whole, claim an in- 
terest in these temples and they cannot be destroyed 
even though all the people of the Mohulla, where they 
are located, become Christians. The idol worshipped 
in most of these temples is the figure of a woman 
who was a prostitute, famous in these parts a century 
or so ago. 

We found in. these villages many women who had 
been dedicated. in childhood to the service of this 
goddess. A good many of them have asked for bap- 
tism, but except where marriage arrangements can 
be made for them, baptism is not possible, because 
they are a prey to the men of the village and would 
find it practically impossible to lead a clean life. It 
seems sad that our children must be taught in the 
presence of such a goddess, but on the other hand it 
is very encouraging that we can give Christian teach- 
ing and conduct Gospel meetings in these temples. 
What a country India is! 


At a Moslem Prayer Service.—To most Americans 
North Africa is unknown. Its rich agricultural pos- 
sibilities are being developed by the French. There 
is a land here as large as fhe United States, and 
growing cities such as Oran with two hundred thou- 
sand population, Constantine with seventy thousand, 
Tunis with two hundred and fifty thousand, Algiers 
with two hundred thousand. 

The French officials, who five years ago were op- 
posed to Protestant Missions in North Africa, now 
give full consent and co-operation. Under Bishop 
Hartzell’s direction Christian boys’ and girls’ schools 
and homes are springing up at strategic points. Some 
of this work has been made possible by the generous 
gifts of the World’s Sunday-school pilgrims. 

Bishop Hartzell in his last visit to this field found 
the Sunday-school and other work taking root. One 
day with Bishop. Anderson he touched at Biskra on 
the edge of the desert. There are here fine hotels, 
and the Garden of Allah, the latter with marvelous 
tropical plants and trees and avenues of date palms 
from which hang great clusters of delicious fruit. 

Bishop Hartzell atended:a Moslem prayer service 
five miles out from Biskra on the day of the annual 
temple feast, when the head of each family kills a 
sheep with special ceremony and distributes the flesh. 
To the south stretched the great desert. A thousand 
people, dressed in white, were present. On a moder- 
ate elevation was a sort of pulpit. The aged leader, 
a chief priest, we may say, had a good face. The 
assistants were about him. Under his direction the 
multitude recited their prayers in concert, stood, 
bowed or prostrated themselves over and over again. 
The leader read from the Koran for nearly half an 
hour. All were seated.- There was perfect silence, 
though many could not hear. The service concluded 
with a remarkable prayer for the success of the 
Allies. The costly robe of the Chief Sheik was richly 
decked with many jewels. 

What a day will dawn for Christianity when this 
religious enthusiasm shall be directed Christward ! 


The Change at Fort Nationale.—From Algiers 
three hours by rail, and an auto ride of eighteen miles 
over splendid macadam to over two thousand feet 
elevation, Bishop Hartzell came to Fort Nationale in 
the midst of a population of 750,000 Kabyles. A Mis- 
sion has been started here. Three years ago the 
Governor would not permit work among the 250 
villages surrounding this center. Medical work was 
introduced, and now full permission is given for 
Christian work. Leaders in these villages are beg- 
ging that churches be started. Nearly half of these 
250 villages can be seen from Fort Nationale. The 
Sunday-school is going hand in hand with the Church 
to these remote villages. é 


Let Us Imitate Egypt!—In Egypt, as in Korea, the 
adult members of the Church have the habit of Sun- 
day-school attendance. In one school at Mishta 70 
of the 86 scholars are church-members. At Benha 
all of the 56 church-members are in the Sunday- 
school, which has a total membership of 93. Five 
congregations of the Presbyterian Synod report 100 
per cent. of the church membership in the Sunday- 
school, while many reports nearly all. 

Another encouraging sign in this field is that lay- 
men are gradually taking the place of the paid day 
sckool teachers as Sunday-school leaders and teachers. 


LESSON FOR: AUG. 13 (2Cor. 9) 
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LESSON 7. AUGUST 13. THE GRACE OF GIVING 


2 Corinthians 9. Commit verses 10, II 


Golden Text: In all things I gave you an example, that so laboring ye ought to help the weak, and to remember the words 
of the Lord Jesus, that he himself said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.—Acts 20 : 35 





The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


- Getting Started in Class 


T TAKES a fellow’s mother to do it,” said a 

boy whose picture was published in a New York 

newspaper last autumn. And this is what he 
meant. e had been run over by a truck, the phy- 
sicians in the hospital did all they could, but the 
wound would not heal. New skin was needed. His 
mother was too poor to pay any one for enough 
skin to cover the wound, so she went to the hospital 
and told the surgeons to take all they needed from 
her body and ft it on the big wound on her boy’s 
shoulder. “Who wouldn’t get better under such cir- 
cumstances? ‘Nick’ started to improve at once, and 
now with his mother’s skin tightly drawn over the 
wound as part of his own he is getting fast well. 
‘I’m going to make her a cosy home,’ said Nick. ‘It 
takes something like this to open a fellow’s eyes and 
make him realize that a mother is a chap’s best 
friend.’ ” 

Any gift that Nick can ever make his mother, 
after this, will seem trifling, won’t it, in comparison 
with her gift to him? 


Our Background Material 


How the Second Letter to the Corinthians came to 
be written is explained by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 
2); the same writer (I, 3) gives a brief outline of 
the Letter. An interesting fact concerning the writ- 
ing of First and Second Corinthians is given by 
Mr. Rogers (1). 

You and your class have another opportunity to 
master a complete book of the Bible, by reading 2 
Corinthians through one or more times during the 
week, getting your own impressions of the message 
of the book as a whole, and the outline it follows. 
After making your own original study, Dr. Gray’s 
article, on page — in this issue, will confirm or cor- 
rect and illuminate what you have discovered. 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain pacagraphe in those ertisios will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Be sure to use chapters 8 and 9 as your lesson 
material. They give the fullest treatment of the 
great topic of Christian giving (Griffith Thomas, 
I, 4). And show how intimately related this week’s 
lesson on. givingeis to last week’s lesson on loving, 
as pointed out by Dr. Griffith Thomas (1), and as 
graphically shown by Mr. Rogers’ blackboard. 

Show how the two chapters are a marvelous ex- 
pression of two characteristics of Paul: his loving 
tact, and his unsparing directness. Run through the 
two chapters and write down every word of hearty 
commendation of the Corinthian Christians that Paul 
gives. Then write down every word of direct ex- 
hortation or caution that Paul gives. Putting the 
different verses, of both groups, on different slips 
of paper, let them be read aloud one after another 
by members of the class. 

Is it true that we ought to “give until it hurts, then 
keep on giving until it stops hurting’? See what 
the class think. There is a better way.. The Mace- 
donian Christians had discovered it,—verse 5 of 
chapter 8 tells the secret. “First they gave their 
own selves to the Lord.” Any one who does that, 
in complete surrender, and who then trusts the 
Lord wholly, enters into the miracle of “the life that 
is Christ”; and that is a life of supernatural joy. 
There is no “hurt” then in giving anything and 
everything we have in any direction the Lord in- 
dicates. For it does not pain Christ to give to the 
heavenly Father; and when Christ is our life it does 
not cause us pain to give to God or to man. When 
we have given up self, we have given up the only 
thing that really hurts. 

So we see how important is the difference between 
voluntary, grateful giving, and extortion, as pointed 
out by Mr. Ridgway (1). On giving cheerfully, 
Mr. Howard (1, 2) asks a question that cuts deep 
into most of us,—try it on your class. Cheerful 
giving is hilarious giving, as Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(II, 10) reminds us. Read the interesting discus- 
sion on “Teaching Tithing in a New Way,” on 
page 461. 

What special reasons were there for the Gentile 
Christians to give to the Jewish Christians?- Let 
the class discuss this; then give them the points 
made by Mr. Rogers (2, 4, 6); and draw from ‘it 
the practical lesson that Mr. Rogers makes (5). 

While commending so heartily and graciously: the 


Corinthians - notice -the---wonderful. exaniple of - the’ 


. behalf, long after 
~e 


z For as touching the ministering to the saints, it is 
superfluous for me to write to you: 2 for I know your 
readiness, of which I glory on your behalf to them of 
Macedonia, that A-cha’ia hath been Prepared for a year 
past; and ‘your zeal hath stirred up *very many of them. 

But I have sent the brethren, that our glorying on your 

half may not made void in this respect; that, even 
as I said, ye may be prepared: 4 lest by any means, if 
there come with me any of Macedonia and find you un- 
prepared, we (that we say not, ye) should be put to 
shame in this confidence. 5 I thought it necessary there- 
fore to entreat the brethren, that they would go before 
unto you, and make up beforehand your afore-promised 
®bounty, that the same might be ready as a matter of 
bounty, and not of ‘extortion. ‘ 

6 But this I say, He that soweth sparingly shall reap 
also s arinaty and he that soweth Sbountifully shall reap 
also °bountifully. 7 Let each man do according as he 
hath purposed in his heart: not “Studeingly, or of neces- 
sity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able 
to make all grace abound unto you; that ye, having always 
all sufficiency in everything, may abound unto every good 
work: 9 as it is written, 


7He hath scatttered abroad, he hath given to the poor; 
His righteousness abideth for ever. 


zo And he that supplieth seed to the sower and bread for 
food, shall supply and multiply your seed for sowing, and in- 
crease the fruits of your righteousness: 11 ye being enriched 
in everything unto all Sliberality, which worketh through 
us thanksgiving to God. 12 For the ministration of this 
service not only filleth up the measure of the wants of the 
saints, but aboundeth also through many shendegivinge 
unto God; 13 seeing that though the proving of you by 
this ministration they glorify d for the obedience of 
your confession unto the *gospel of Christ, and for the 
liberality of your contribution unto them and unto all; 
14 while they themselves also, with supplication on your 
ou by reason of the exceeding grace 
hy hanks be unto God for his unspeakable 
gift. 


10r, emulation of you 
blessing. ‘*Or, covetousness 
Comp. ver. 5. ®Gr. of sorrow. 
gleness. . Comp.’ ch: 8 : 2. 
elsewhere, 


in you. 15 


2Gr. the more part. *Gr. 


'Gr. with blessings. 
7Ps. cxii. 9. ®Gr. sin- 
*®Gr. good tidings: and so 


The American Revision copyright, 1901 
by Thomas Nelson & Sons dont 


% 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


(These references are usually to,paragraphs in other les- 
son-articles in this issue, indicated by bold 
face figures.) 

Verse 1.—What special “ministering to the saints” 
was Paul speaking of? (Grifhth Thomas, II, 5; 
Baldwin, 1; Rogers, 1:) 

Verse 2—What had the Corinthians done that 
Paul gloried in to those of Macedonia? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 5.) Why is Achaia mentioned? (Grif- 
fith Thomas, II, 5.) 


Verse 6.—Does this mean that we are rewarded 
according to what we give? (Pilot; Ridgway, 2; 
Rogers, 3.) 

Verses 8 and 9.—What connection has the grace 
of God abounding with the giving of money to the 
yt (Griffith Thomas, II, 6; Platform, 3; Rogers, 
3, 4. 

Verse 10.—What are “the fruits of your right- 
eousness”? (Griffith Thomas, II, 7). 

Verse 11.—Does this mean that they are enriched 
in worldly goods so that they might give liberally? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 8.) 

Verse 15.—Was Paul thinking of Christ as God’s 
“unspeakable gift”; what is the.connection with what 
goes before? (Griffith Thomas, II, 9; Mackie, 1.) 








Macedonians that Paul points to in these two chap- 
ters. Let the class discqver this; then use the sug- 
gestions made by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 5). 

There are two assured rewards if we give freely 
in the spirit of Christ. One is that God will give 
freely to us. The second is that we shall thereby 
be enabled to give still more. Our giving to others 
makes it possible for God to give to us. Only as 
we pour out can he pour in. And he pours in in 
order that we may pour out more. See how plain 
this is made in verses 8, 10, 11 of chapter 9. Our 
needs will be ever increasingly met in order that we 
may ever increasingly meet the needs of others,—if 
we give freely. The certainty of reward if we give 
freely is set forth by Mr. Ridgway (2). 

Is there anything in the natural world that does 
not lose its usefulness if hoarded? Suggestions on 
this are given by Mrs. Baldwin (1, 2). 

One of the best things about true Christian giving 
is that it is thanksgiving,—an expression of our own 
thanksgiving, and a cause of the thanksgivings of 
others (9): 11-13). 

The Truth That Is Golden 


Anything and everything worth while that we ever 
do is the result of God’s grace in us. There is no 
crédit te’ us “in giving; it is simply an expression 





of the life of God, Christ himself, within us. Giv- 
ing, as Dr. Griffith Thomas (III, 11) shows, is a re- 
sult of grace, a test of grace, and an example of 
grace. It is all the result of God’s unspeakable gift 
to us, Christ. In reading that joyous, exulting last 
verse of chapter 9, put a special accent on the word 
“his,” and then a still greater accent on the word 
“unspeakable,” as follows: “Thanks be to God for 
his UNSPEAKABLE gift.” As Mrs. Baldwin (4) 
says, God had nothing too good to give to us; have 
we anything too good to give to God? Notice also 
Dr. Griffith Thomas’ (II, 9) word on God’s un- 
speakable gift. . 

When we take the Unspeakable Gift in His ful- 
ness, our life becomes completely and continually 
the actual life of God, and our giving becomes, not 
a duty, but a spontaneous, irrepressible expression 
of this life of God,—an expression which is one of 
our precious privileges. That is why the Mace- 
donian Christians (8:2) at one and the same time 
abounded both in joy and in poverty, while this 
abundance of joy and poverty abounded again unto 
the riches of their liberality. This of course is 
miraculous; but this is immediately and continually 
available for all who receive and rest in the Un- 
speakable Gift. 


Teaching Points 


We shall not feel very enthusiastic for a church 
fair or bazaar or sale to supply money for the 
Lord’s work, after a thorough, prayerful study of 
this lesson. Ask God to use it to do away with 
all such unworthy methods in your church if they 
have existed there. See Notes on Open Letters 
in this issue. 


No one can say that Paul does not teach the 
necessity of good works, after reading these two 
chapters. Faith in Christ results in good works. 


Paul’s Christian brethren were, he said, “the 
glory of Christ” (8:23).. Could anything higher 
be said of any one! Yet Christ will make any 
one of us, instantly and continually, his actual 
glory in the world, if we will let him, by surrender 
and belief. 


The Christian is promised rewards in the next 
world according to his works (1 Cor. 3:14; 2 
Tim. 4:8). Cheerless, unwilling giving will get 
the Christian no such reward. eerful giving is 
rewarded giving. . 

A remarkable summary of the Christian doctrine 
of giving will be found in the Scofield Reference 
Bible, in the footnote on 2 Corinthians 8: 1. 


God measures giving not by what we give, but 
by what we have left (Mrs. Baldwin, 3). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


Are Christians to give up everything? (See Dr. 
Griffith Thomas, II, 7.) 

Is it probable that the early 
for “the wants of the saints,” 
world also? ; 

Why is giving a necessary thing, in this world 
and in the universe? 

What do you think of giving to the “undeserv- 
ing poor”? May it make them deserving? What 
chance would any of us have if the undeserving 
were never given to? 


_Under what circumstances should we refuse to 
give, even though we have means to give? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


The Riot at Ephesus (Acts 19 : 23-41). 


Paul wanted to go to the theater, but his friends 
would riot let him! Theater-going was dangerous 
then, as it is to-day. But for a different reason, in 
Paul’s case. The exciting story that makes our 
next lesson is strikingly like a twentieth century ex- 
perience in some of its details. Business interests 
are dominant. The mob element is easily aroused. 
Then a clear, cool, level-headed man masters the 
situation with straight talk that must have made 
some folks ashamed of themselves. And the Chris- 
tians look on and thank God. 


church gave only 
or to the outside 


Under what circumstances should men properly 
safeguard their trade interests against injury? 


Was religion, or business, first in the interest 
of most of the Ephesian crowd? 


What was the motive of the town clerk? 
Was all that the town clerk said true? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Whole Lesson 


By Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





‘CHILD once said to his father, “Father, I 

love you ever so much.” The father enquired, 

“How much do you love me?” The child re- 
plied, “A million dollars.” The father then saw 
that the child had.a cent in his hand and said, “Will 
ou give me that?” But the child answered, “No, 
i would rather not.” Love, according. to the New 
Testament, is something far more than verbal. It 
is not feeling, but fact; not sentiment, but sacrifice. 
“God so loved that he gave” (John 3:16). Christ 
loved ...and gave (Eph. 5:2, 25). “Who loved 
me, and gave himself up for me” (Gal. 2:20). This 
lesson thus links itself on to the last and shows that 
true love will always express itself in giving. (1) 


I. Surroundings of the Lesson 


Connection.—Paul’s second Epistle to Corinth was 
written from Macedonia. After leaving. Ephesus, 
he paid a visit to the Macedonian Churches and was 
then joined by Timothy and Titus. It was during 
this time that Second Corinthians was written, 
though the actual place is not known, some thinking 
it was Thessalonica. There had been difficulties in 
the Corinthian Church and Timothy and Titus were 
endeavoring to set them right. This Epistle was 
one outcome of their endeavors. (2) 


The Epistle.—It is usually divided into three main 
parts: (1.) Chapters 1-7, Paul’s personal relations 
to the Church; (2.) Chapters 8 and 9, Paul’s en- 
deavors in connection with the collection for Jeru- 
salem; (3.) Chapters 10-13, Paul’s vindication- of 
himself and his Apostleship. (3) 


Date.—It is thought that this Epistle dates from 
A. D. 57. 


Topic.—All the Epistles written at this time refer 
to the collection for the poor Christians. in Jeru- 
salem, The subject occupied a great place in Paul’s 
mind and it was evidently his purpose to. make. it an 
opportunity ‘of strengthening the unity between the 
Jewish and Gentile Churches, There was a novelty 
in giving to people ‘at such ‘a distante’ as expressive 
of true Christian fell6wship and out of gratitude 
to Christ:: Careful. study should. be given -to the 
passages on this subject (Rom: 15:25, 26; Gal. 2: 
10; 1 Cor. 16:1; see also Acts 11:29). There is 
usually one place beyond all others where the more 
important. doctrines of the Gospel receive special 
treatment. Thus, for justification, we turn especially 
to Romans 3 ang 4; for the Holy Spirit, to Romans 
8. Here in chapters 8 and 9 we have the fullest 
treatment found of the great topic of Christian giv- 
ing. Thus, the lesson provides a fine opportunity 
for showing some of the fundamental principles of 
Christian giving, and thereby associating our ma- 
terial possessions with spiritual realities. (4) 


Il. The Lesson 


It is essential to look as carefully as possible 
at the whole section, chapters 8 and 9, in order to 
see the full teaching. 


The Expression (8:1-5).—The Apostle makes 
use of the example of the Christians in Macedonia 
to stir those at Corinth. Macedonia and Achaia were 
two Provinces of Rome which practically included 
what we now know as Greece. Macedonia was north 
and Achaia south of the Gulf of Corinth. These 
churches were founded on Paul’s second missionary 
journey (Acts 16:12 to 17:15), and included Phil- 
ippi, Thessalonica, and Bercea. The various points 
should be introduced briefly and yet clearly. The 
Macedonian churches were burdened by poverty 
(v. 2), and yet they were overflowing with Christian 
joyfulness (v. 2). The outcome was that, even in 
their great need, they abounded in liberality (v. .3). 
Indeed, they gave beyond, not simply according to, 
their means (v. 3). Not only so, but their giving 
was purely voluntary (v. 3), and they even asked to 
be allowed to share in this opportunity (v. 4.) Most 
important of all, they first gave themselves to Christ, 
and thereby showed that their giving was the out- 
come of their own personal consecration to the Mas- 
ter (v. 5). (5) 

The Encouragement (vs. 6-8).—The result of 
this was that Paul exhorted Titus to perfect the 
same spiritual elements at Corinth, for, as they were 
already abundant in several graces, it was the Apos- 
tle’s desire that they should be proficient in this 
also (v. 7). Not that he would command, but only 


encourage them to prove to others the reality of 
their love. The failure at Corinth had not been due 
to meanness, but only to negligence. Other refer- 
ences to Titus should be considered (2:13; 7:6, 7). 

The Example (v. 9).—At this point. the Apostle 
reminds them of the supreme example of giving 
in what our Lord had done... Paul was in the habit 


of using the highest motives for the lowliest duties. 
See Lesson 7, First Quarter (Phil. 2:1-11). An- 
other striking instance is Titus 2: 9-14, where sug- 
gested by the simple subject of slaves not stealing, 
the Apostle declares the highest truths concerning 
Christ. (6) 

The. Entreaty (vs. 10-15).—And so he gives his 
judgment, as compared with a command, that as 
they had begun a year ago (1:1; 9:2), before oth- 
ers had commenced, so now they would complete 
the task. And yet by becoming poor the Apostle 
does not mean that Christians were to give up every- 
thing, but as far as possible an equalization of re- 
sponsibilities. In this connection he refers to the 
Old Testament incident of the gathering of the 
manna as expressive of the true Christian position 
(Exod. 16:15). (7) 

The Earnestness (vs. 16-24).—In all this the Apos- 
tle is particularly anxious to avoid any possibility of 
suspicion, lest he himself might be charged with 
misuse of funds. For this purpose, he had sent with 
Titus two other brethren, who are not named, but 
who are pretty certainly Timothy (v. 18) and Eras- 
tus (v. 22). It has often been pointed out that the 
use of public funds is a fine test of character, and 
it is important to-day as of old that churches should 
be actuated by business methods, so that no one can 
be blamed in connection with church funds. 


The Explanation (9:1-5)—On the subject of 


this. ministering to.the poor saints in Jerusalem the 
Apostle points out that it was unnecessary for him 
to write, because they were already aware of the 
project and-had commenced taking steps (1 Cor. 
36:2; 3 ‘Coe. 129498). Fie only wished to remind 
them, lest others coming should find that his boast- 
ing on their behalf was: not warranted by facts. 
Thus, with perfect courtesy: and. remarkable’ tact, 
Paul reminds them: that enthusiasm must not forget 
its practical obligations, for it was ‘essential that 
ies should be one: of sift, not of exaction 
ee 

The Exhortation’® (sei 6-11) —Then he‘lays down 


_some principles of giving (vs. 6, 7), showing the 


duty of proportion between’ what we have and What 
we give and also the contrast between sparing and 
bountiful gifts, and urging that each man is to give 
not regretfully, or as though absolutely compelled 
to do it, since God loves a joyous giver. Not only 
so, but Divine promises and assurances are asso- 
ciated with those who give (vs. 8-11), and again 
the Old Testament is used to point out this truth 
(Psa. 112:9). Once more God is introduced as the 
greatest of all givers. As he provides for temporal 
harvests, so he wishes to see spiritual harvests in 
human lives, and just as he gives seed to the sower, 
so he wishes spiritual harvests to appear, and for 
this he is both able and willing to provide grace 
which will produce glorious results in hearts and 
lives. Thus, Paul raises the subject above the com- 
paratively low level of duty to the highest possible 
one of glad privilege. (8) 

It is interesting to notice in this quotation that 
“righteousness” is equivalent to “beneficence,” ac- 
cording to an Old Testament idea (Matt. 6: 1-4). 
In his new version Dr. Moffatt renders these words, 
“he scatters his gifts to the poor, broadcast; his 
charity lasts forever.” 

The Evidence (vs. 12-14).—This bountiful giving 
will prove two things. It will express our thanks- 
givings to God, and it will enable the recipients of 
our gifts to glorify God for our practical obedience 
to the Gospel as shown in this way. 


The Exultation (v. 15).—And then comes an out- 
burst of praise to God for his unspeakable gift of 
Christ, of which the Apostle has been reminded by 
all this allusion to giving. Our giving is onl 
faint shadow of the marvelous condescension of 
in giving his only Son. (9) 


Ill. Central Truths 


The title of the lesson is appropriately stated as 
“The Grace of Giving,” and it is well that _Biving 
should be associated in this way with “grace.” The 
word occurs at least eight times in these two chap- 
ters. 


1. How We Are To Give—The two chapters give 
a number of methods of Christian giving which are 
the outcome of true principle. Thus, our giving 
should be brotherly (8:1; 9:1); voluntary (8:2, 
3; 9:2); systematic (9:3-5); proportionate (8: 
11-15); liberal (9:6); cheerful (9:7); grateful (8: 
0; 9:8-11). It is particularly interesting that the 
word rendered “cheerful” (9:7) comes’ from the 
root. which gives.us our word “hilarious.” “God 
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loves a hilarious giver.” Thus, our ving, so far 
— bites “grudging,” should be marked by spirit- 
One wonders how far and how often 
agrg teres in this way. Some one has said 
( ca religion is ‘purse-and-all religion.” 
10 


2. Why We Are To Give.—Let y notice semntady 
three words: Giving; anes be First we 
live, then we love, and then we give. me) G 1.) Giving is 
the result of grace (8:5); (2.) Giving is a test 
of grace (8:8; hic (3.) Giving is an exa n 
of grace. It is 1 ce rist (8:9) and like God 
15). Thus, our giving must always be intimately 
and essentially connected with our Christianity. 
preacher once put this very definitely when he said, 

fe-will now praise God by having the collection.” 
There are few more striking proofs of true Chris- 
tian life than a readiness to give On one occasion 
Wesley weet | = a person for elp and was met with 
the reply, ‘ esley, I have the disposition, but 
not the ae Later on when wealth had come, 
Wesley went again and was met with the frank and 
brutal remark, “I have the means, but not the dis- 
position.” It is said that Andrew Fuller on making 
an appeal for missions received $5 from a wealthy 
Christian. Fuller asked, “Does this’ come from your . 
heart? If not, I will not receive it.” The man hung 
down his head in shame and then at once gave $50 
saying, “Take this, it comes from the heart.” (11) 

Note.—In two early numbers of The Sunday School 
Times the following acrostic on the subject of Giv- 
ing is found: 





HOW HOW ; 
TO _. SF TS 
Gratefully (Psa. 116: 6)  Grudgingly (2 Cor. 9 : 7) 


|ntelligently (Deut. 15: 7,8) |mposingly (Matt. 6 : 2) 
Voluntarily (Acts 20: 35) \Vain-gloriously (Rom. 12 : 8) 
Eagerly (Matt. 10 : 8) Expectantly (Luke 6 : 35) 











IV. A Lesson Outline 


1. The Expression (Prov. 11: 24-31). 

2. The Encouragement (Deut 15: 7-11). 
3. The Example (Phil. 2: 4-11) 

4: The Entreaty (James 2: 14-26). 

5. The Earnestness (1. Chron. 29: 19): 
6. The Explanation. (Mark 12: 38-44). 

7. Fhe Exhortation..(Matt., 25 : 31-40). 

8. The Evidence (Phil. 1: 3-5). 

9. The Exultation (1 Peter 4: 9-11). 


Wrvcuirre CoLLtece, Toronto. 
= 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Something Catching.—/ boast of you to them of 
Macedonia (v. 2, Auth. Ver.). “If they can do it 
out at Butler we can do: it here in Coatesville,” is 
what we said. So we jumped in and went ahead 
and raised $80,000 in six days for a new Y. M. C. A. 
building. And this, too, with the mills running 
only part time. The manager of the campaign has 
been boasting about us in other places ever since. 
There are a great many quiet little by-products from 
being good and doing good. One of the sweetest 
of these. side-products is the help some one else 
gets by our example. Some folks have dropped 
into the habit of thinking that only bad things,— 
chicken-pox, cigarettes and “cuss words,” are catch- 
ing. But good things,—clean faces, clean mouths, 
and clean words, are just as catching. The grace 
of giving the most catching of all. Only the other 
day when all the country was giving for the Bel- 
gian sufferers the men shut up in the Eastern peni- 
tentiary out of their pitiful little gave a handsome 
donation. When the warden protested it was too 
much for men like them to give he was politely 
told it was none of his business. When giving is 
the thing everybody gets the fever—except a few 
mean immunes (Matt. 5:16; Prov. 11: 24, 25). 


Wedding Presents.—That the same might be 
ready, as a matter of bounty, and not of extortion 
(v. 5). The essence of a gift, like the essence of 
a flower, depends upon how the gift is gotten out 
of the giver. In old-fashioned gardens there is 
often found a bush which bears an unpretentious 
brown blossom. We country folks call them just 
“shrubs.” They give out nothing, not even grace, 
as they hang upon the bush. But pick them and 
hold them in the warm hand, and presently you 
have a perfume fit for Queen Mab and all her fairy 
train. If such a daintiness goes not with your gift 
it is not a gift, but simply a tax, a levy, a fine, a 
can’t-get-out-of-it, an extortion (Proverbs 17:8, 
marg.). I was in the post-office the other day and 
Saw a man take out of his box a big square en- 
velope addressed Mr. and Mrs. John Blank. He 
said “stung again,” as he pocketed the document. 
There is a big wedding this month. Two,thousand 





























LESSON FOR AUG. 13 (2Cor 9) 


invitations. Only a small part of the 
display in the present room wi 
“bounteous” gifts. The rest will be 
debts, stings, and stungs. Paul, how- 
ever, uses a word for one of the evils 
of the day that I never heard any one 
else use. Extortion. For our friends, 
for folks near to us, for our church, for 
our cause, for the needy, for our Master 
whom we love, every true man is “ready 
as a matter Of goodness.” The giving is 
only limited by ‘the length of the purse. 
This is what Paul is trying to tell the 
Corinthians and us. @) 


The Secret of Success.—He that sow- 
eth sparingly shall reap also sparingly 
(v. 6). I used to be fond of gardening. 
I gloried in my splendid and early “gar- 
den sass.” The secret of my success 
was that I was not afraid to “slap in” 
the seed. My careful neighbor said 
I wasted it. I was always the first 
fellow to have peas, beans, radishes, 
cucumbers, corn, and other vegetables, 
and mine were the biggest and finest 
in town. Because I had by my bounti- 
tul sowing enough little plants to per- 
mit me to weed out the weak and 
spindly, and save the strong and sturdy. 
What you give you get. Give the world 
some good invention or discovery to 
make life better and easier and the old 
world will so liberally reward you that 
you ean do your own “weeding.” The 
whole universe, natural, intellectual, 
spiritual, seems to be built on this plan. If 

ou do little study and thinking you get 
ittle intellectual strength. If you give 
little leve you have few friends to care 
for you. If you give little prayer and 
no communion you get small return 
trom Heaven. he law of righteous- 
ness is the law of prosperity. There 
is no truth in all the Book God tries 
harder to get into the heart of the race 
than just this (Matt. 6:33; Eccl 11: 1). 
Of the town where I live, some one 
said “Everything goes in Coatesville 
because the folks who make good money 
are good givers.” This is incorrect, 
Coatesville folks, because they are good 
givers, are given the money to give. 
Mark this :—All prosperous good givers 
will be found to havé been good givers 
before “they struck oil.” (2 


Heart vs. Head.—As he hath pur- 
posed in his heart... for God loveth 
a cheerful giver (v. 7). The real thing 
about any man is his heart. The heart 
rarely makes a mistake. The head car- 
ries on a continuous mistake perform- 
ance. A man seldom goes far wrong 
by following the leading of his heart. 
When the heart is right the whole man 
is right. That is why God asks for 
the heart at the start of a career (Prov. 
23:19, 26). A host of young men have 
gotten the notion that head alone 
counts. That smartness rather than 
goodness wins. Then one day they’ are 
amazed to see Goodie promoted over 
Smartie. Any business man can take 
you to offices where this has occurred 
and is daily occurring. “He was plenty 
smart enough,” said an employer to me 
of an able young man he had dropped, 
“put he had no principle, and I was 
afraid of him.” This is the reason why 
nearly all head fellows in business are 
Christian men. The other kind come 
up, hang on for a while and then pass. 
As a man thinketh in his heart so is 
he (Prov. 23:7). Thus it is in this 
matter of giving. The size of the gift 
means nothing. Let me see your heart 
(Mark 12:42). Love gives all. Law 
gives the least it can. Love rejoices, 
is hilarious in its joy to be in all good 
things from purifying slums at home 
and heathendom abroad to building up 
young manhood and womanhood all 
around the door. 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
% 


_ Mr. Philip E. Howard has gathered 
into a little book nearly one hundred and 
fifty of the brief prayers that have ap- 
peared in his weekly articles for super- 
intendents. With each prayer is a 
referewce to the Scripture upon which 
the thought of the prayer centers. It 
may be obtained from The Sunday 
School Times Company for 50 cents, 
postpaid. 


‘sembling a large hairpin. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
hool Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
‘hey may not be considered at all. Do not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 


circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the, year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. All read- 


ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
No _Over-Weight. He that soweth 
sparingly shall reap also sparingly (v. 
6). The other day, affirms Onward, I 
watched a grocer weighing a pound of 
cheese. He had a hard time getting 
the piece to weigh a pounk inally 
he cut off several slivers in order that 
the buyer should get nothing over his 
pound. He might as well have let his 
customer have the benefit of these; they 
were useless to him. But he never 
gave over-weight. We often treat God 
in the same way. We are so careful 
to do just what we think we ought aud 
to give no over-weight. We ask, “Huw 
little can I do and still be a Christia..?” 
instead of our hearts asking: “How 
much can I give?”—Sent by James D. 
Lawson, Charlottetown, P. E. I. 


“If | Had——.”—Let each man do 
according as he hath purposed in his 
heart; not grudgingly, or of necessity: 
for God loveth a cheerful giver (v. 7). 
After one of my services where I had 
made a plea for the work, a woman 
came to me and said, “Mr. Granger, if 
I had five hundred dollars in my pocket 
now, you could have it.” I wasn’t so 
interested in how’ I was going to get 
what she didn’t have in her pocket, as 
I was in how I was going to get what 
she did have—From the Rev. W. A. 


Granger. Sent by Emma C. Fisk, Boon- 


ville, N. Y. 


Converted Heathens’ Standard.—Let 
each man do according as he hath pur- 
posed in his heart (v. 7). Right over 
the equator there #s a little Protestant 
church of two hundred members just 
dug out of heathenism during the last 
ten years. Every member of the two 
hundred is a tither. Their money is 
in the form of a bent copper. wire re- 
This money 
comes in bunches of ten, and _out of 


every bunch the native Christian takes 


one and brings it into the treasury 
of the Lord. If he goes fishing and has 
a good catch, before he reaches home 
he takes one out of every ten fish to 
the village market and sells it to swell 
his love-offering to Christ. Not only 
one penny in ten and one fish in ten 
does he pay, but one member in ten 
is given to the Christianizing of neigh- 
boring tribes—From The Missionary 
Outlook. Sent by L. B. Lathern, Yar- 
mouth, Nova Scotia. 


“Giving.”—Grudgingly, or of neces- 
sity (v. 7). When we give because we 
feel compelled to give, or the money is 
gotten away from us by some pious 
stratagem, do we not miss the joy of 
giving? Such giving, if it can be called 
giving, reminds one of Farmer Apple- 
gate’s cow. “How much milk does that 
cow give?” asked the summer boarder. 
“Wal,” replied Farmer Applegate, “ef 
you mean by voluntary contribooshun, 
she don’t give none. But ef ye kin get 
her cornered so’s she can’t kick none to 
hurt, an ablebodied man kin take away 
about leven ry a day from her.” 
wont By Rev. W. B. Hutchinson, Aller- 
ton, fa. 


Far-Seeing Blindness.—N ot grudging- 
ly, or of necessity (v. 7). A poor blind 
woman in Paris once put twenty-seven 
francs into a plate at a missionary meet- 
ing. “You cannot afford so much,” said 
one. “Yes, sir, I can,” she explained. 
On being pressed to explain, she said, 
“I am blind, and I said to my fellow 
straw workers, “How much money do 
you spend in a year for oil in your 
lamps when it is too dark to work 
nights?” They replied “About twenty- 
seven francs.” “So,” said the poor 
woman, “I found that I could save so 
much in the year because I ath blind 
and do not need a lamp, and I give it 
to shed light to the dark heathen lands. 
From. The Wesleyan. .Sent by L. B. 





| 








Lathern, Yarmouth, Nova Scotia. The 
prise for this week is awarded to this 
illustration. 


Ingratitude that Hurts.—Thanks be 
to God for his unspeakable gift (v. 15). 
It was shortly after Christmas. I was 
absorbed in my work,—finishing a new 
violin. The unacknowledged presents 
of my friends were lying about my 
work-shop. I thought of the spirit that 
caused my friends to remember me with 
these gifts, and how disappointed they 
would be if I did not thank them. Then 
I thought how our heavenly Father must 
be pained if we do not accept, and ex- 
press our thankfulness for, “his un- 
speakable gift.”"—Sent by A. M. Walker, 
Hansen, Idaho. 

“ 


Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


HE letter from which our lesson 
probably written at 
Our map shows the location 
It is only about ten miles 
Paul doubtless sent 


comes was 
Philippi. 
of the place. 
from the seashore. 





the letter to Corinth by some passenger 
on a little sailing vessel. There was no 
regular public mail service in those 


~~. 

ith our stereoscope and a stereo- 
graph to aid us, we may know exactly 
how Philippi looks to-day. We get a 
good idea of the ground by taking our 
stand on a steep height, among the 
crumbling stone walls of an old fort— 
supposed to be the place where Paul 
was once imprisoned (Acts 16: 19-24). 

In old times the city of Philippi oc- 
cupied a large space of ground down 
below us; but the city fell into ruins 
long ago and most of the building 
stones have been carried off. We can- 
not be sure just where the homes 
of the Philippi people stood, but we 
see part of the walls of what was once 
(long after Paul’s time) a Christian 
church. A little farther away we have 
a glimpse of a stream flowing across 
the green plain. That may be the one 
where Paul preached when he came to 
Philippi the first time (Acts 16: 13, 14). 

Let us remember, while we study 
Paul’s words about the Christian duty 
of giving, that the people who lived 
here at Philippi, and who were round 
him when he wrote to-day’s chapter, 
were themselves generous givers (Phil. 
4:14-16). It was on this very ground 
before us,—in the business streets of 
the town, and in those green fields in 
the distance,—that they earned the 
money which so cheered and encouraged 
him in his mission work. Think! Pos- 
sibly contributions sent from here helped 
send the Gospel to our own remote 
ancestors in Northern Europe! 

Use a stereograph entitled “Cathedral 
ruins at Philippi.” 

The use of the Underwood stereographs 
in the class will be found a practical 
help. It makes the places real, and the 
people real, and tends to strengthen the 
impression of the _ lesson. orty-four 
laces are visited and described in 1916. 

he forty-four stereographs cost $7.34. 
all are ordered at one time, a cloth-bound, 
gold-lettered case is given free. Ten are 
used during the thir uarter, cost $1.67. 
Three of these will be called for in August. 
Less than four in one order cost 20 cents 
each. Stereoscopes, 90 cents each. Post- 
age or age is prepaid on all orders for 
stereographs or stereoscopes. 

Lantern slides of the same scenes can also 
be supplied. Plain slides, cents each; 
sepia-tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10. In or- 
ders for twenty-five or more, prices are: 
plain, 40 cents; sepia, 45 cents; colored, $1.00. 





465 


Send orders to The Sunday School Times 
pompeey, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 
a. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
issionary to the Jews 


E THAT soweth sparingly shall 

reap sparingly (v. 7). Arabic 
provert says, “The hand that does not 
put in, will never take out.” 


He hath scattered abroad, he hath 
given to the poor (v. 9). Some fifty 
or sixty years ago-there came to an 
end a custom that existed in Syria 
whenever an Emir; or prince of the 
Lebanon, visited one of the Coast towns 
such as Tripoli, Beyrout or Sidon. As 
he rode down the public street he scat- 
tered every now and then to the crowd 
of men and children following him his 
princely bounty of silver and copper 
coins. For centuries these princes had 
| tyrannized over the peasantry and 
grown rich by taxation and forced 
labor. As the Turkish Government 
gradually extended its authority it took 
/ over this right of oppression, and for- 
| bade the Emirs to raise money in that 
way. The latter became poorer and 
; poorer, and lived on in their castles 
cherishing the memory of what had 
been.. But when one of them visited a 
town he had to do as his fathers had 
done in scattering abroad and giving 
to the poor. As he paced along on his 
ure-bred Arab mare, his thin, hawk- 
ike face, his faded cloak, and his easy 
grace as a horseman, made him con- 
spicuously different from the crowd that 
scrambled for coppers at his heels. _He 
did his duty to the old family name, 
but the money that used to be got by 
blackmail had- now to :be raised at the 
money-lender’s, and it was gathered 
from the dusty street with shouting and 
laughter by those whom his fathers 
used to flog and imprison, but who were 
now richer than himself! 

He that supplieth seed to the sower 
(v. 10). Bread was the staff. of life 
and the Palestine peasants kept a sec- 
ond stock of wheat-seed in concealment, 
as any year there might be an armed 
invasion, a withholding of rain, or a 
visitation of locusts. The seed was 
hidden in plastered cisterns or wells, 
such as that into which Joseph was 
lowered, situated in a field or desert 
place. After being filled, the mouth 
was tightly closed with stone and lime, 
and the surface was sprinkled with 
earth and stones to ensure concealment. 


Thanks be to God for his unspeakable 
gift (v. 15.) “hus the apostle meets 
the danger of self-exaltation by show- 
ing the insignificance of all human sac- 
rifice compared with God’s wonderful 
gift in Christ. An Oriental proverb 
says, “Do what is right, and throw it 
into the sea.” It is a warning that well- 
doing may lose its influence for good 
by self-consciousness and pride. (1) 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 





From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus 
may we learn from thee the true spirit of 
giving. Teach us that nothing that we have 
is for ourselves alone, but that we are sim- 

ly holding thy property to use for thee. 

icken our consciences; and may we not be 
moved py greed in our getting, but by the 
ee of heart that leads to giving. May we 
now the joy of freedom in outpoured life 
and gifts tor thee. In thy dear name we 
pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Suppose the per- 
sons to whom we sometimes send gifts 
could hear us talking about the thing 
beforehand. Would all of us like to 
have them hear exactly what we say? 
How would they feel if they could hear 
us sigh and mournfully exclaim, “Well, 
I suppose I'll have to send a present; 
a wedding comes perhaps once in a life- 
time, and they’ll think it strange if I 
don’t send something!” Or, again, 





'“They’re raising money for a special 
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missionary fund at our church, and I 
suppose I shall have to give something 
to it; they’re always after money over 
there, and if you don’t give they think 


ou’re mean, or too poor to give. It’s 
just money, money, all the time.” (1) 
Even in the quiet of the morning ser- 


vice of the church when the offering is 
taken, haven’t you fingered different 
coins in your purse or your pocket and 
closed down on a good deal smaller 
coin than you might easily have used, 
when you felt the touch of the larger 
coins under your fingers, and just 
couldn’t bear to give them up? (2) 

A leader in the field of missionary 
enterprise said the other day, “I have 
come to believe that the Lord cares 
_very littie about money, judging by the 
kind of people to whom he gives it in 
large measure. Many people haven’t 
the slightest idea what to do with their 
money and make no good use of it 
whatever.” 

But God does surely care about the 
spirit in which money is given by those 
who have it. It takes grace from him 
to enable us to give rightly. If we give 
back to God as little as possible of 
what he has bestowed upon us, then the 
least possible blessing goes with that 
gift. John H. Converse, the locomo- 
tive builder and philanthropist, said in 
answer to a question froma partner: (3) 

“Many men give a tenth of their in- 
come, and feel that that amount has 
been established by Scripture and by 
custom among Christians; but the mer- 
cies which my heavenly Father has be- 
stowed upon me have been such as to 
make me feel that a tenth would not 
begin to requite him. In the last few 
years I have been giving away from 
two-thirds to three-fourths of my in- 

tp 


roan GIVING 


What is my. kind? 











Editor’s Note.—If you desire material to 
illustrate ‘ffom the “life-stories of distin- 
guished business and professional men the 
right sort of partnership between religion 
and business, you will be interested in s 
Howard's latest book “Their Call to Service.” 
It includes brief biographical sketches of 
men of power who were eminent in business 
or professional life, and who were perhaps 
better known for their devotion to Christian 
service. “Their Call to Service” is a book 
of 157 pages bound in cloth, and may be 
pw rom The Sunday School imes 
Company, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, | 
at 6c cents a copy, postpaid. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“ Brighten the corner where you are.” 
“More love to thee, O Christ.” 

*O Master, let me walk with thee.” 
“Saviour, thy dying love.” 

“So let our lips and lives express.” 
“Take my life, and let it be.” 

“We give Thee but Thine own.” 
“When I survey the wondrous cross.” 


(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 29 : 1-11 (61 : 1, 2, §). 
Psalm 96 : 6-10 (194 : 1-3). 
Psalm 72 : 11-14 (14§ : 1-3). 
Psalm is 21-5 (22: 1-4). 
Psalm : 28-35 (136: 1, 2). 





[ Department Helps 








The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—Giving to oth- 

ers brings a blessing. 

Develop to-day’s teaching from: God 
loveth a cheerful giver (verse 7) and, 
It is more blessed to give than to re- 
ceive (part of the Golden Text). 


Introduction—Each year there are 
several times when people plan to pre- 
sent gifts to others. Christmas is the 
happiest giving time. God’s best gift to 
all the world was made on the first 
Christmas (repeat John 3:16). Wise 
men came to see the baby Jesus, and 
opening their treasures, they -offered 
unto him gifts. 





———— — 
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Many Sunday-schools have a lovely, 
happy time by bringing “white gifts for 
the King” at Christmas time: packages 
of white. sugar, beans, rice, and flour, 
for the poor; sheets, pillow-slips, un- 
dersuits,, nightgowns, handkerchiefs, 
etc.—for hospitals and homes; fruit, 
canned goods, mittens, stockings, toys, 
and all sorts of things are wrapped in 
white paper, and piled around the 
Christmas tree or manger. 

God loveth a cheerful giver. 
body is happy who helps in a Giving 
Christmas. esus said, It is more 
blessed to give than to receive. (A cir- 
cular describing the plan may be se- 
cured,. on request, from The Sunday 
School Times.) 

Let the chiidren mention other giving 
days which people like to remember: 
Valentine’s Day for love-messages; 
Easter and Mothers’ Day for flowers; 
May Day for baskets of spring flowers; 
Memorial Day for flags and flowers; 
Thanksgiving, with dinners for the poor, 
and many special days: weddings, birth- 
days, and graduation. We are happy 
when we make others happy. 

God’s Gifts to Us—Let us name 
some of God’s good gifts to the world. 
Every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above, coming down from the 
Father. He causeth to come down for 
you the rain; he maketh his sun to 
rise; he causeth his wind to blow; he 
giveth snow like wool; he causeth the 
grees to grow for the cattle; he sends 
orth springs into the valleys; while the 
earth remaineth, seed-time and harvest, 
cold and heat, and summer and winter, 
and day and night shall not cease. 


Our Gifts to God—We often pray, 
Give us this day our daily bread. Do 
we remember to give thanks for our 
daily food. 


“God is great, and God is good 
And we thank him for our food— 
By his hand we all are fed. 

Give us, Lord, our daily bread.” 


It pleases God when children give 
thanks. He wants our love and part 
of our time and money to do his work 


Every- 


for others in this world. He asks us! 
to remember the sabbath day to keep it, 


holy. We call it God’s Day. He gives 
us all our days. 

Illustration of Tithing—Prepare_ be- 
fore Sunday-school an orange. 





Loosen ! 


the peeling in strips—like leaves of a | 


water lily. 


Separate the lobes leaving | 


just ten attached to the peeling like a | 


flower. When appropriate show it and 
let the children count the lobes. Give 
it to a child and say, This orange was 
mine. I have given it all to you and 
it is yours. I wonder if when you eat 


it you will give back one piece to me. | 


How many pieces would you have left 
for yourself? Would that be fair? 

God would like his people to give 
back part to him. He gives us every 
good gift, richly to enjoy. A _ helpful 
story about a seven-year-old child, who 
began systematic tithing is “Partner- 
ship with God, or Little Margaret and 
Her Three Boxes” (Mrs. D. C. Geggie, 
114 W. Grant St., Minneapolis, Minn., 
30 cents, postpaid). 

Some departments or classes may be 
interested to introduce the Duplex en- 
velopes, so attractive, so successful, 
and so much enjoyed by Primary chil- 
dren. (Samples may be obtained from 
Duplex Envelope Co., Richmond, Va.) 

Giving Songs—We love to sing: 

“Give said the little stream 
As it hurried down the hill.” 


Also: 


“Flowers give to us sweet perfume; 
Birds for others sing their songs— 
We should do our part in giving. 
All we have to God beiongs.” (Carols.) 


When we bring our gifts to Sunday- 
school we want them to do good. That 
is why we pray: 

“Jesus, bless the gifts we bring thee; 
Give them something sweet to do; 
May they help some one to love thee; 

ay we love thee better too.” 

Paul’s Letter and Hand-work.—Last 
week we talked about Paul’s love-letter 
and wrote one: God is love; Love one 
another; Love is kind. 

In another. letter Paul wrote about 
giving, so to-day we can write a Giving 





Letter. Each child needs a strip of 
paper four by two inches to fold, mak- 
ing a small sheet. On the inside pages 
write Freely Give, and God Loveth a 
Cheerful Giver. On the back page, It 
is more blessed to give. 
CHICAGO. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


ID any of you girls send 
“The Christmas Ship” to the Bel- 
gian children? In many towns in the 
United States citizens have met and 
contributions been gathered to aid the 
suffering Jews, Poles, or Armenians. 
Paul wrote letters to many of the 
Gentile churches, asking them to be- 
friend and to send gifts to these Jeru- 
salem Jewish Christians who were in 
need (1 Cor. 16:1). What Christians 
are addressed in our lesson to-day? Did 
the Corinthian Christians need urging? 
(vy. 1.) How had Paul spoken of them 
to the Christians living in Macedonia? 
(v. 2.) Had the generosity of the Cor- 
inthian Christians proved influential? 
(v2) (1) xt 
A minister had preached a stirring 
sermon on missions. When the baskets 
were passed well-dressed women, law- 


ifts on 


yers, doctors, and business men gave | 


only nickels and dimes. Among them 
was a poor little crippled girl. - She had 
no money. She gave all that she had, 
her crutches, her very life. The peo- 
ple asked for the baskets to be passed 
again. 
gave several hundred. dollars. Gener- 
osity in another makes us ashamed of 
our niggardliness. 

What would you think of a farmer 
who. when ready to plant corn should 
say, “I can’t think of burying those 
splendid yellow kernels in the earth. 
I'll keep them in my bin where J can 
enjoy them.” What kind of a corn 
crop will he have? (v. 6.)°. Some day 
he. will look in upon his’ fine bin of 
corn and find it ‘mildewed and mouldy. 
Why? 


“=-Can you think of anything that God 


has created that he has not inténded 
should give itself for another and that 
does not lose its usefulness if hoarded 
to itself? ‘Wheat is of no value until 
it surrenders itself to become bread. 
Coal in the mine is useless until it is 
burned up for fuel. The pond of water 
which has no outlet becomes stagnant, 
dead, and germinates disease. (2) 

Imagine a rosebud saying, “I cannot 
give all my beauty and sweetness away. 
I must keep it for myself.” So it draws 
its petals tight. Unopened buds have 
no fragrance nor color. (2) 

Are you giving God offerings, or col- 
lections? When dinner was announced 
Bobbie wanted to serve Fido with a 
heaping plate of chicken and potato, 
but mother said Fido must wait. After 
dinner, he could have the bones and 
scraps that were left. Truthfully, do 
we not treat God much the way dogs 
are treated? The left-over time, the 
nickel or dime for which we can find 
no other uSe, we give to God. How 
many girls will be willing to turn the 
old dress and wear last winter’s hat this 
season, and let the $10 take Jesus to 
some girl in China? 

We don’t have to give. The gold, 
silver, and the cattle upon a thousand 
hills are God’s (Psa. 50: 10-14). God 
can get along without us and the little 
money we have, but God loves to have 
us give so that he can pay us back in 
overflowing measure (Mal. 3:10). Re- 
member that God measures giving not 
by what we give, but by what we have 
left (Luke 21:1-4). Observe the “alls” 
God is waiting to lavish upon those 
who give cheerfully to him (v. 6; Luke 
6:38). So the more we give the more 
God increases our ability to give. (3) 

A king ordered his general to a dis- 
tant city. The general asked, “But who 
will attend to my affairs?” The King 
replied, “You attend to my affairs and 
I will attend to yours.” So God sees 
to it that no one is ever made: poor or 
improverished by giving to him. 

Have you realized that everything we 


Touched by her sacrifice, they | 


iO. Say 29 -1916 


have is a direct gift from God? What 
would become of us if God shouid for- 
get to give us air, sunshine, water, the 
fruits, meats, vegetables we eat, the cot- 
ton, wool and silk we wear? That 
which cost God most was his own Son 
(v. 15). God had nothing too good to 
give to us. Have we anything too good 
to give to God? (4) 

God is asking many of you for more 
than a tenth of your time and your 
money; he is asking you for whole-time 
service: The fields are ripe and ready 
for the harvest, and God is calling 
“where are the reapers?” (Matt. 9: 36- 
38.) “Whom shall I send and who will 
go for us?” Will you not answer 
‘Here am I, send me”? (Isa. 5: 8.) 


For Next Week’s Lesson 


Read chapters 18 and 19 of Acts. 

Where had Paul stopped on his third 
missionary journey before reaching 
Ephesus? (Acts 19: 23.) 

What friends had Paul at Ephesus? 
(38: 16.) 

What excuse did Demetrius give for 
his opposition to Paul? Was he honest 
“in it: 
| How do you account for the contrast 

in influence of Demetrius and the town 

clerk upon the people? 
| When is money a blessing, and when 
a curse? 


Biste Institute, Los ANGELES. 
> 4 


For Those Using the Times 
Question Quarterly for Pupils 


\ HE Times Question Quarterly gives 
} date, number, title, Golden Text, 
and Scripture reference of each lesson, 
but no text. For the text pupils must 
use their Bibles, and familiarity with 
| their Bibles is thus the first advantage 
1 of this plan. 

In the Quarterly itself, following the 
title, Golden Text, etc., come two sets 
of questions on the lesson. The first set 
: (usually about seven in number) is in- 
tended to cover the “story” of the les- 
son. Each pupil is required to answer 
this first set of questions in writing, 
using blank space provided for the pur- 
pose on each page. The leaf. is per- 
forated. The pupil tears it out and 
brings it to Sunday-school with him. 

A second set of questions follows, 
containing additional work for the older 
pupils, but written work is not required 
on this set. 

The Times Question Quarterly for 
Pupils, each perforated sheet contain- 
ing two sets of questions on the lesson 
with blank space for written answers, 
may be ordered at 10 cents per quar- 
terly booklet, postpaid, or 40 cents a 
year, from The Sunday School Times 
Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 





Mr. Long’s Hints on Lesson 7 


N THIS lesson I have gone almost 

entirely outside of the text for our 
material, but have kept well within the 
bounds of the subject. A good teaching 
outline would be: 

Giving to the poor and needy. 

Giving to religious work. 

The effect of our giving upon our- 
selves. 

Under the first heading, do not forget 
that some people are needy who are 
not poor. 

Remembering that it is much easier 
to teach a “story,” and there being no 
story in the text, I have put plenty of 
story and some history into the lesson. 

It is presumed that all are familiar 
with the “Index Word” scheme referred 
to in question 2, and will remember that 
the index to chapter six is “First Deac- 
ons.” 

Question a@ may seem somewhat out 
of place, but question b is strictly in 
line with the lesson and a is necessary 
as a connection. Furthermore, ques- 
tions 3, 4, 5, 6, a and BD taken collectively 
form a fairly good history of the Taber- 
nacle and Temple, which may be profita- 
bly introduced here as a matter of re- 
view; but do not spend too much time 
on it. 

With younger pupils probably three- 
fourths of the time may be given to 
































- talk of how others have given, and 


fourths to discussing what we should do. 
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one- 
fourth to discussion of how we shall 
give. With pupils over sixteen, this 
should be reversed, giving one-fourth of 
the time to the: historical, and three- 


Be sure that both you and your pu- 
pils thoroughly . appreciate great 
truths in the references noted in con- 
nection with question i. 

You may refer to question j if you 
like, but do not ask for the figures. 

Here are two questions not included 
in the Question Quarterly, but which 
may, be introduced in the class: : 

hat are some of the ways in which 
we may show our love? ( This should 
be preceded by reference to last Sun- 
day’s lesson. The particular “way” in 
mind is, of course, “by gifts.”) 

Would you like Christmas-time if you 
were not permitted to give anything to 
any one? 

Ext Paso, Texas. 


Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


WE BEGAN the lesson by having 
Bumps tell what-he found in 
teacher’s Bible Dictionary about the 
writing of Second Corinthians. 

It seems that Titus was the one who 
delivered First Corinthians. On _ his 
way back he met Paul some place in 
Macedonia and- told him how much 
good that letter did. But there ‘were 
still some wrong things at Corinth. So 
Paul wrote this second letter to 
straighten them out. (1) 

Fatty’s home question was about 
what ministering to the saints meant, 
in verse one. He explained that Paul 
was raising a subscription from all the 
Gentile churches to help out the Chris- 
tian poor at Jerusalem. You see, the 
Jewish Christians had always looked a 
little cross-eyed at the Gentile converts, 
being suspicious of their Christianity. 
Paul thought if the Gentile churches 
sent a love gift to their Jewish brethren 
in the time of need it would help bridge 
over the gap. (2) 

“Who got most good from this of- 
fering, Jerusalem Jews, or Corinthian 
Gentiles?” was the next question. 

Carl thought the Gentiles did. 

“Sure,” answered teacher. “It is 
more blessed to give than ‘to receive,’ 
‘He that giveth to the poor lendeth to 
the Lord.’ If a bank down-town should 
advertise shares of Standard Oil stock 
for sale at par it would be overrun by 





would-be investors. They would fairly 
force their money through the cashier’s 
window. But stock in Gospel work, or 
missions, or the relief of suffering is | 
an investment that pays far better than | 
Standard Oil. We ought to be urging 
our contributions on the church treas- | 
urer instead of waiting for the preacher | 
to beg for them. That would be cheer- 
ful. giving for sure.” (3) 

“Why should Gentile Christians give 
to needy Jewish Christians?” was my 
question. I explained that the Jews had 
sent the Gospel to the’ Gentiles in the 
first place, and it was only fair for them 
to show their gratitude. (4) 

Teacher said that is one reason why 
America ought to do her best for starv- 
ing Armenia. It was from that country 
that Christianity started on its way 
to us. (5) 

Then he said another answer to my 
question. was just because the Jews were 
needy and the Gentiles were Christians. 
Being a Christian means to be full of 
love, as Jesus was, and love always 
wants to give. (6) 





* You Can Give Without Loving _ 
But 
You Cannot Love Without Giving 











He put that on the board. 

Teacher said this was the first case of 
one nation sending relief to another. 
It was the forerunner of America’s 





corn ship to Russia, flour ship to Bel- 
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gium, and aM the other relief we are 
sending to Europe. 

From verse four Bulldog made out 
that Paul was down on the fellow who 
fails to pay his church pledge:- If Paul 
was a church treasurer now he’d sure 
make it hot for some folks. A pledge 
is a debt, and failure to meet it, if it 
is at all possible, ts dishonesty. “Will 
a man rob God?” 

Fred showed three results sure to 
came from this offering, a blessing to 
the givers (vs. 10, 11), relief to the 
agp ag (v. 12), and glory to God 

v. 13). 

Teacher added that one sure way to 
prove the value of salvation and show 
how much we love Christ is by the way 
we give, for the world always listens 
to what money says. We may sing ever 
so loud, “Jesus is all the World to Me,” 
but the world will listen for the rattle 
of our offering on the collection plate. 

Questions for next week are: 

Who was Diana? 

Who was Demetrius? 

What sfirred Demetrius up? 

Why did the mob how! so? 

Why did Paul want to go into the 
theater? 

What was Alexander going to say? — 
_ What advice did the town clerk. give? 


Teaching Hints from Pucker 

Beginning. 

Why was Second Corinthians writ- 
ten? 
Explanation. 

What does ministering to the saints 
mean? F 

What did Paul hope to accomplish 
by this offering? | 

Why should these Gentiles give to 
Jews? 

How did Paul regard unpaid pledges? 


What would result from ‘this -offer-,; 


ing? 

Application. 
The privilege of giving. 
A church pledge a sacred ebligation. 
Our giving testifies to Christ. 


TerrE Haute, Inp. 


Grapc-Nuts 


embodies the full, rich 
nutriment of whole wheat 
combined with malted 
barley. This combination 
* gives it a distinctive, de- 
licious flavor unknown to 
foods made from wheat 


alone. 








Only selected grain is 
used in making Grape- 
Nuts and through skillful 
processing it comes from 
the package fresh, crisp, 
untouched by hand, and 
ready to eat. 


Through long baking, 
the energy producing 
starches of the grain are 
made w ly easy 
of digestion. 

A daily ration of this 
splendid food yields a 


marvelous return of health 
and comfort. 


“There’s a Reason ” 


Sold by Grocers everywhere 

















For Family Worship 


By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





ee oe many forms of service 
which gladden the heart of God 
there is surely none more ppeaeeee than 
the regular observance of Family Wor- 
ship. There is a charm about it not 
to found even in public worship, and 
by it the whole family as a family makes 
acknowledgment of. Christ’s rule in the 
home. It is, moreover, the secret of joy 
and blessing. No home recognizing the 
Lord will be unsheltered or unblessed. 
The prayers of the morning and the 
gratitude of the evening meet the an- 
swering love of the Lord. 


August 7 to 13 
Mon.—2 Cor. 9: 1-15. Grace of Giving. 

The grace of giving is in many Chris- 
tians the least developed of all the 
graces, and it is on this account the 
Lord’s treasury is so poorly equipped. 
The grace is a hilarious one and with 
cheerfulness we ought to exercise it. 
Our Lord’s gift of himself is our ex- 
ample and standard. 


Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for 
a generous soul that expresses itself in 
giving to the Lord’s cause. Pray for 
deliverance from all miserliness and 
meanness, and from all stinginess. For 
a readiness to give all to him who has 
given all to you. 


Tues.—Phil. 4: 10-20. Liberality of Philip- 
pians. 


Mindfulness of the wants and needs 
of the saints carries with it its own re- 
ward. That which goes up to God as 
“an odor of a sweet smell” will return 
in divine supply to meet every need. 
Nothing ever was lost which was given 
to the Lord. 


Prayer SvucGcesTions: Pray that 
those to whom God has entrusted this 
world’s wealth may faithfully discharge 
their trust as stewards of the Lord’s 
money. That the rich may catch a 
vision of the opportunity as presented 
in the needs of men and women every- 
where. 

Wed.—Matt. 25 : 31-40. Ministering to Jesus. 

Our Lord so identifies himself with his 
people that he reckons that a deed, good 
or evil, done to or for them is done to 
or for him. How this ennobles all giv- 
ing as well as all service. Let us keep 
the “inasmuch” ever before us. 


Prayer Succestions: Jf all our 
church-members gave one-tenth of their 
income to the Lord there would be no 
need for the incessant appeals we are 
always hearing. Pray for the members 
of “the Tenth Legion” and their work 
throughout the world, and for the 
growth of prayerful and_ systematic 
giving. 

Thurs.—Jas. 2:1-9. Respect of Persons. 

“A man with a gold ring” has a 
strange fascination to some, and they 
in “fine clothing” command the homage 
of not a few. In the house of the 
Lord this is unseemly to God’s people 
and is repugnant to the Lord himself. 


Prayer Succestions: Let us pray 
for a large increase in missionary of- 
ferings. Pray for a rousing and a re- 
kindling of missionary giving at ail our 
Summer Conventions and Bible Confer- 
ences. Pray for our Missionary Soci- 
eties which are suffering financially on 
account of the war. 


Fri—Luke 6 : 27-38. Sons of the Most High. 

The sons of God are expected to act 
differently from others. Loving ene- 
mies and being kind to the ungrateful 
are not easy tasks and are far beyond 
human grace and inclination. Such a 
disposition can only be shown by those 
who are “born of God.” 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for 
a gracious, kind, and loving disposition. 
Pray for freedom from suspicion, du- 
plicity, and hypocrisy. 
to adorn the doctrine of God our Sav- 
iour in all things so that the whole cir- 


Seek for grace | 











, Your Baby’s Food 
must be clean—pure 
safe — nourishing. 

Give him the food 

that has built thou- 

sands of sturdy ba- 
Brand 


densed Miik, 
You donot have to 





Sat.—1 John 3: 13-22. Loving by Giving. 
Love expresses itself by giving. This 

is true in domestic circles. As the 

birthday comes round we give because 


we love. Our love will show itself by 
our gifts to men in his name, otherwise 
we are loving in word only. The Father 
loved and gave. May we his children 
do likewise. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: Think again to- 
day of Israel. Pray that the financial 
needs of all Jewish missions, schools 
and institutions may be met. Pray the 
Lord to open the hearts of the Jewish 
multi-millionaires to relieve the op- 
pressed and down-trodden of God’s an- 
cient people. 

Sun.—Matt. 7: 6-12. Giving as God Gives. 

God gives bountifully and royally and 
all his gifts are “good.” Let us who 
are his professed followers act in the 
same spirit. To give “stones and ser- 
pents” when: men: are crying for bread 
is far removed from the spirit of 
Christ. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that 
all Church offerings to-day "may be given 
with purity of motive and for the glory 
of God. Pray also that all the gifts 
thus brought to the Lord’s treasury may 
be sanctified by the Spirit of God and 
ae to the furtherance of the Gos- 
pel. 

New York Ciry. 


Children at Home | 











Mr. Cooky Man 
By Hilda Richmond 


ARY BESS was rather a spoiled 
little girl, though it was not ex- 
actly her fault, being the only little girl 
among a number of grown-up people, 
so when she saw the cooky men with 
their currant eyes and buttons laid out 
on the table she cried, yes, truly cried. 
“At Rose’s party they had frosted 
hearts and ice-cream,” she _ sobbed, 
“cooky men are everyday cakes.” 

“But Rose lives in town, where one 
can buy frosted hearts,” said Aunt Ella 
kindly. “We are way, way off from 
town on a farm, so we have to use the 
things we have. I know you have had 
a great many cooky men since you have 
been here, but some other little girls 
who are coming to the party have never 
seen them. I am sorry you are not 
pleased.” 

Even the offer of a broken-legged 
cooky man would not coax a smile ta 
her puckered little face, but presently 
grandfather took her with him to the 
hay-field and she forgot about the com- 
ing party. Aunt Ella smiled a little as 
she looked at the comical cooky men 
yor the table and then she said sadly: 
“I am afraid our little Mary Bess is 
getting naughty. We have done too 
much for her. Oh, well, she will go 
home to-morrow, and there she will 
soon forget about the birthday cakes 





| that did not suit her.” 


As she stood looking at the cakes a 


cle of your friends may see in you the | lady came up on the porch suddenly 


Spirit of Jesus Christ. 


j}and said: “I beg your pardon, but can 








468 


you tell me the way to C—? ‘1 am afraid 
it is going to rain, and we have lost our 
way. en, beautiful tittle cooky | 
¢ men! ill you let me huy them?” 

“T am tend I can not sell them,” 
said Mrs. Beaver. are for my 

















The Young People’s 


- Prayer-Meeting 
Pe, Reberh Ps Speer 
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niece’s ‘birthday party this afternoon, 
and’ I would ve ‘no time to -make es 
others.” 
“I am so sorry,” said the lady. “I am y, August 13 
going to give a a little party for a crippled A td How to Get It 
(Prov. 31 : 10-31). 


gil to-morrow, be f Ron y frosted. 
tiu tho ° ving 
cakes, but every one uses them at chil- 
ren’s parties.’ | 
“I'll sell them to you,” said Mrs.: 
Beaver, after thinking it over. “I can 
easily bake a ares cake before dinner- 
time, and that will be better for what I 
want.” 
So the cooky. men were carefully 
packed in tissue paper and soon on | 
their - to the city, while Mrs. Beaver | 
made a large frosted cake for the party. 
She did not say anything to Mary Bess | 
only that she had decided to serve 
frosted cake iristead of the cooky men. 
The little party was very enjoyable, | 
and the children had a fine time on the | 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Physical beauty (Psa. 99 : 1-11). 
Tues.—Fair face, false heart (2 Sam. 14: 


). 
Wed.—Beauty’ of nieekness (2 Sam. 16: 
14). 
Thurs. —Heauiy of holiness (Eph. 5 : 24- 
Fri—Beaut; of 15-21). 
. (Philemon 


Sat.—Beauty o 
1-25). 










oodness (Gen. 
friendship 











What are the elements of beautiful char- 
acter? 


| 

| 

| wey is charitableness a good beauty exer- 
se 

| 


Soul-beauty that never fades—what is it? 
HERE is no beauty in mere pretti- 
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fumanity of of Christ. 
eet about Salvation. 


. of Christ. _. 
5 eepmeert om of Christ. 


ternal 
What Christ Was “ Made. 
. What the ian Old ‘Test fen ** Made.” 























em 
. Sanctification. 


15. The Holy Spirit—Old Testament. 
16 ‘The Holy Spirit—the Gospels. 

17. The Boy oleh Fines} fopanees. 
18. The Hol Sere ie Wee 

~hrist, 

he Two “Advents—The Fact. 


SCOFIELD BIBLE STUDY LEAFLETS 


. The Holy Spirit—Personality and Deity. 


- False Theories of Second Coming. No. r. 











A Practical Companion to the: 
Scofield Reference Bible 


WHAT THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMES SAYS ABOUT THEM 


‘** First-hand Bible Study,—going to the Book 
itself ; definite Bible Study—centering on a great 
truth ‘that is vital for life ; easy Bible Study—ac- 
cepting God's Word as final on every subject ;: 
these are the characteristics of the outlines pre- 
proce by Dr. Scofield for use in classes and for 

idividual Bible Study. The notable conciseness 
and clearness that have made the notes in the 
Scofield Reference Bible so justly famous, are 
evident in the outline lessons. ‘heir convenient 
form and superlative quality as teaching helps 














lawn with games and a picnic luncheon, 
so the cooky men were not missed. 
The next day Mary Bess went hotne 
early in the morning, and the day after | 
that Mrs. Beaver received a letter from 
her sister in town telling about a won- | 
derful party Mary Bess had gone to the 
very day she got home. Mary Bess had 
a little letter in with the big one, but 
all it said in tipsy letters was: “I am so 
sorry, Auntie. 
better girl.” 


gone to the party in her best dress, and 
had had a good time. When it came 
time to have the good. things to eat, 

what should she see but the very cooky | 
men that her aunt had baked the day | 
before. The lady who bought them and 


carried them to town was using vet that 


for a party for her little niece, and t 
children thought them the most ane et 
ful things they had ever seen. 
“Mary Bess says to tell you,” 
Mrs. Lane, “that none of the children | 
would cat the cooky men. They all; 
“-wapped them up carefully in tissue | 
paper and carried them home to show | 
to their mothers. Mary Bess has hers | 
standing on her dresser in her room to 
remind her that she was naughty to her | 
very best Auntie, and she wants you to 
know that every time she looks at him | 


I'm going to try to be a) the mirror. 


| ful forgets 
Mrs. Lane wrote that Mary Bess had | service Od relationship. 


i most unreliable and uncertain. 


wrote | food. 


she wants to do better.” } 


It was a whole year before Mary Bess 
went out to Aunt Ella’s again; 
had not been there a whole day before 
Mrs. Beaver took her on her lap and 
said happily, “Dear little girl! You are 
so much nicer now than when you were 
here last year.” 

“I’m so glad, Auntie,” 
Bess with a kiss. “Mr. 
still standing on my dresser at home, 
and he won't let me forget.” 


_Kenton, Onto. 


PREMILLENNIALISM 


School other Poy 
Touran te regia on 


PROF. CHARLES R. nbn D.D., 
of Princeton Seminary, and 
PROF.W. H. GRIFFITH THOMAS, D.D. 
of Wycliff College, Toronto, in 


The Christian Workers Magazine 
JAMES M. GRAY, Editor 


beginning with the August number. For other 
specially valuable and interesting articles send for 
prospectus. Single copies 10 cents. oo 
6 months subscription $0 cents. In addition 

to the announce a strong 


foregoing we also 
a 4. <ouidien from an English author on 
FALLEN ANGELS TAKING HUMAN FORMS 


Nothing like this has ever enpseced i in our pages, 
illuminating certain Old and New Testament 
Scriptures in_a wonderful way; setting 

rea! nature of the gods of paganism, and explaining 
the mystery of Theosoph oy, Sn. Christian Sci- 
ence, Bahaism and Kin Cults now permeatin: 
thes Western world, and which good people should 


avoid. 


THE CHRISTIAN WORKERS MAGAZINE 
150 Institute Place, - - Chicago 


said Mary 














Cooky Man is | 


but. she | 





ness. 


ors, or of pleasing arrangement of ir- 
regularity of lines and colors. There 
is no moral suggestion or expansion of 
ideas in it. But whatever is truly beau- | 
tiful suggests something to us of moral | 
order and perfection, and proposes new 


and God. 


itself in its meaning 


| beauty of duty and truth and loyalty. 
Some people to-day act on a different 
principle. They seem to think that 
, beauty is capricious and whimsical, and 
ife is most interesting when it is 
But a 
diet of cayenne and tabasco would be - 
a poor substitute for proper, normal | 
It is order and faithfulness 
which givé real beauty to life. 


} was Whittier’s prayer: 


“Drop thy still dews of quietness, 
Till all our strivings cease;. 
Take from our souls the strain and stress, | 
And let our ordered lives confess 
The beauty of thy peace.’ 


And it is the true secret of strong and 


lovely living, no matter what fears may | 


arise. 


“TI slept and dreamed that life was Beauty, | ! 


I woke and found that life was Duty. 
Was thy dream then a shadowy lie? 
Toil on, poor heart, unceasingly, 
And thou shalt find thy dream to be 
A truth and noonday light to thee.” 


And loyalty in friendship is what 
makes friendship beautiful. Self-inter- 
est makes it precisely like all trade and 


barter, only trade and barter in things | 


that are meant to be traded is honor- 
able, and if done with skill and honesty 
and fairness is beautiful because true 
and right. But trade and barter in 
things that are not honorably usable 
in such transactions, such as friend- 
ship, public and private trust, honor, 
purity, are the meanest and. ugliest 
things in the world because they in- 
volve the deepest debasement and pros- 
titution of the highest values we possess. 


Pure and unselfish friendship is the 
most beautiful thing in the world.. The 
beauty of it is so great and rich that it 
swallows up absolutély all meaner 
things. The -friends may be homely. 


The surroundings may be commonplace. * 
The particular incidents may be unim- | 


But true friendship love pours 


portant. 
Why 


beauty over anything anywhere. 
can friendship do this? 


Christians ought to bring all the 
beauty they can into the world. In 
their dress they ought to be clean and 
neat, and as attractive as they can be 
in the spirit of modesty and simplicity. 
In their homes what they have should 
be honest and useful and true. In their | 
speech they ought to seek to use the 
good words which keep thought and 
conversation on the upper levels. 





_ Prettiness is a matter merely | 
| of pleasing regularity of lines and col- 


aa) 
ew 


: False Theories of Second Comin = 2. 
. Effect upon Believers of Second Comin 
. Sarepegble Prayer. 


: Christ, the Righteousness of God 


should win for these leaflets widespread popular- 
ity in this da — The 
Sunday School Times, August 7, 1915. 





of Bible Study revival." 









diving. 
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thoughts to us about nature and man | 
Prettiness looks at itself in | 
Whatever is truly beauti- | 
and } 
| 
There is no ean beauty than the’ 


This 


. Faith and Works. 
. Salvation and Rewards. 
. Believer’s Standing and State. 
Full Assurance. 
he New Covenant. 
. Abidin 
Bible History of Believers. 
, Believ ers and Unbetievers. 
. Believers and Professors. 
. Believer’s Two Natures. 
, Inspiration of the Scriptures. 
God Measures Blessings 
. Law val Grace. 
¢ ey, and the Church. 
15. ‘The Dispensations. Part 1. 
I The Dispensations. Part 2. 
17. ‘The Dispensations. Part 3. 
18. The Twe Resurrections. 


Useful 


Study, the weekly prayer service, the preaching 
service, the family altar, personal work’ and. dis- 
tribution as.tracts. 


Unbound Leaflets, either series of 27 lessons in a spe- 
cial envelope at 20 cents, or any oue lesson at 8 cents 
per dozen (not assorted). 

Teachers’ Books, cither series vi 27 lessons, boua.! in 
paper, interleaved for notes, 25 cents per book. 
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Familiar sentiments reveal the comet 


mon human recognition of the higher 
| moral law -of beauty : “Handsome is 
| as handsome does.” “It is beautiful to 
die for one’s country.” Can you add 
' others? 


Over the chancel in one of our best- 
known universities is the quotation 
from the Psalm: “Worship the Lord 
in the. beauty of holiness.” What is 
the beauty of holiness? 


True beauty is a compound of kind- 
ness, of the spirit of peace, of the soul 
of truth and honor, of the will to take 
things and people as they are and to 
make them the best they can be made 
by love and trust. 


New York Crry. 


-———Preparation for-—— 
social and Religious Service 


The Schauffler Missionary Training School 
prepares young women of American and foreign 
ren for social and religious service amon 
their own open! also for pastors’ secretaries, an 
the various forms ot insticutional church work. 

Correspond with the Principal, 


Mrs.MaryW.Mills,5111 FowlerAve,,S.E.,Clevelaad,0. 




















Salles, New Sap 





Dean Nathan R. Wovd, ¢ 
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